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<ABSTRACT>

An Analysis of the Present Art Curriculum of Middle Schools in Jeju
- Focusing on Abstract Art -

Eun-Hye Lee

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor II-Sam Son

The subject, art was made optional in the revised curriculum in 2009. This shows
that the significance and meaning of Art has been reduced compared to other
subjects.

According to the revised curriculum, the main aim is to nurture creative students
departing from simply making them memorize facts. Also it is said that the art
curriculum aims at not just cultivating great artists but making people display their
individual creativity through their artistic sensitivity and imagination, and thus
breeding a desirable human.

The main trend of art curriculum is, however, not to develop students’ creativity
and artistic sensitivity but to emphasize skill-oriented realistic description.

By the lost balance of the education, students feel uncomfortable at their intrinsic and
creative expressions, and they take passive attitudes toward those expressions.
Therefore, I have anticipated that abstract art could be an alternative to the current
art curriculum’s problems. Because it isn't restrained by formalities and realistic
descriptions, and is expressed with pure formal principles and elements such as
spots, lines, or face, which makes it easy to present the artist’s inner world and
helps find creativity and new formative beauty as well.

I made a research about comparing abstract art with figurative art by analyzing two

textbooks that are published under the 7th revised curriculum. The study surveyed
—_ 70 —_
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395 2nd grade middle school students in 8 schools, and the questions consisted of art
preference, appreciation of abstract art, understanding of lessons, interests in abstract
art, expression of feelings and so on.

Through analyzing the textbooks and surveys, there are some problems with the
abstract art curriculum. Those are unequal time allotment of abstract art, the absence
of abstract art education, the lack of the attainment of the lesson goals, lessons
focused primarily on identifying the superficial concepts, the low rate of production of
abstract art work, lack of knowledge of presentation of the inner feeling and so on.

As for improvements, the curriculum should put emphasis on the importance of
abstract art, the organization of the sub-chapters about abstract art, the application of
the practical texts, the combined lessons with Modern Art. The teachers’ complete
understanding and preparation of abstract art classes, the changes in the contents
and manner of the lessons, the guidance about how to represent inner feelings should
be stressed. The methods of combining abstract art and real life to motivate students
also shouldn’t be neglected.

This study puts significance on emphasizing the need for abstract art education by

surveying real conditions of its curriculum and touching upon improvement measures.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in 2011. 8
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