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<Abstract>

A Study on Perception of Korean Paintings in Middle School Art Education
—Centering on Art Teachers and 2nd Graders of Middle Schools

in Jeju Province as Objects of Research-
Oh Yeon—sun

Jeju National University, Graduate School of Education, Major of Fine Arts Education

Adviser Prof. Gang Dong-eon

Our traditional paintings are cultural legacy inherited and developed ingeniously from the
old days. Inclusion and operation of the cultural legacy (left by our ancestors) in the fine
arts curriculum of middle school will be worthwhile to try, as they will help the growing
youths perceive the roots of our nation and people, and find self-identity as a part of the
people. They can also provide a foothold upon which students can initiate to select and
accommodate our culture, thus functioning as basis for students to grow up into
internationalized manhood. Recently, however, rapid spread of internet makes the diverse
characteristics in culture and art of the world fade away. Traditional paintings of Korea
are also losing their unique features in the midst of globalization trend, which raises the
need for reinforced efforts in order to preserve our traditional art.

But the reality we are situated is full of problems, such as (college) entrance
exam-oriented education, overcrowded classes, and shortage of teachers specialized in
Korean paintings, and accordingly the traditional art education has not been implemented
properly. On the contrary, western art education has become the mainstream of today’s
fine arts instruction thanks to abundant education materials available and the ease in
using them. Such lopsided educational trend has gradually deprived students of the
opportunity to gain access to our traditional art, and as the result, students have come to
perceive traditional paintings as something strange and difficult, leading to consequential
loss of interests in Korean paintings.

At this juncture, it is required to improve instruction methods on Korean paintings
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(which can help students realize the unique identity of Korea) in the way to make
students foster familiarity with Korean paintings and approach them more easily. With the
aim to seek such improvement methods, this study attempted to research the present
situations and problems in Korean painting education, setting as objects the art teachers
and 2nd graders of middle schools located in Jeju province.

As a result of the research conducted through questionnaire survey, the following
findings were identified as the situations and problems (in Korean painting education) felt
by teachers. First, it was revealed that practical skill classes on Korean painting have not
been operating properly due to shortage of teaching materials and facilities (which are
required for classroom lessons) as well as students’ lack of preparedness (45%) for class.
Second, difficulty was ascertained in practical skill instruction as the number of students
to be taken care by one teacher at class is too large (45%). Third, it was disclosed that
most classes do not utilize textbooks due to their insufficiency in basic expression skills
and lacking contents on specific production process.

The situations and problems felt by students appeared as follows. First, students have
not been given adequate opportunity to gain access on Korean paintings, resulting in very
low degree of curiosity and interest in Korean paintings (5.3%) compared with other
sectors. Second, students feel they have not been given in-depth education on production
process of Korean painting (67%), resulting in very low awareness of overall Korean
paintings.

As a means to address such problems and thus to facilitate Korean painting education,
while motivating students’ concern and interest, it is required to institutionalize
compulsory extension of supporting facilities, such as preparatory materials and Kits
(which are essential to Korean painting instruction). It is also necessary to include basic
expression skills and production process more extensively in textbook so that teachers and
students may utilize textbook actively. It would be also desirable to adopt diverse
ultramodern materials along with traditional materials, so that students may attend classes
with heightened curiosity. It is further required to arrange desirable environment by
adjusting the number of students to be taken care by one teacher, so that adequate
instruction on practical skills may proceed well.

I hope this study will function as an occasion to make students realize the excellence of
our traditional culture and fine arts, while helping them to perceive the spirituality of

Korean paintings and the background philosophy through classroom lessons using diverse
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materials and techniques, and also enabling them to appreciate our traditional art more
deeply, thereby contributing to students’ awareness of the roots of our people as well as
their finding the identity as Korean.

Furthermore, if we educate students in the way to widen their exposure to Korean art
and facilitate their feeling sympathy with traditional art, the unique culture treasured by
our people will be succeeded to future generations and developed further, and students will
hopefully foster the mind and attitude of caring and enjoying our cultural works while

appreciating their real value.

% This paper is a thesis for master's degree in education, which was presented to

evaluation committee, graduate school of education, Jeju National University in 2011.
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