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<Abstract>

Development of Figurative Element Exploration Program based on Natural

Experiential Activities

Ko, A-Ram

Art Major, Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Academic Advisor: Kim, Yong Hwan

‘Nature’ provides the most direct and sensible experience and children should see,
hear, and feel nature as they grow. However, most modern children experience social
isolation and mental confusion because they spend much time with machines, such as
computers and TV. Some intellectuals are recommending natural experiential activities
for direct experience in the nature to overcome these problems. In particular, many
people constantly argue that natural experiential activities are necessary in the field
of education and suggesting programs to apply them to school curriculums.

Natural experiential activities are designed to use the friendly materials of nature
for learning and refer to all direct and sensible activities of children. Natural
experiential activities allow children to tranquilize their minds in the nature and enjoy
the process of exploration and discovery. In this process, children are sensibly
stimulated and encouraged to wuse intuitive thinking and the five senses for
whole—-minded development. Also, children can learn to respect nature as a living
organism and to exchange with nature to enjoy its beauty for healthier and richer
quality of life.

The purpose of this study is to develop a direct and specific figurative element
exploration program based on actual natural experiential activities in school
curriculums for children to communicate with nature. Figurative elements are the
most basic elements of art and the process of exploring the unique artistic elements
of nature based on figurative elements can contribute to developing ‘the eye of
appreciation’ for figurative art and creating richer and more creative expressions.

The following explains the results of developing a figurative element exploration
program based on natural experiential activities that can be applied to school
curriculums:

First, the program was designed based on artistic experience, expression,
convergence of appreciation, and convergence of artistic genres, application to
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experiential activities such as field trips or visits, and ecological approaches such as
the use of eco-friendly materials as effective measures for figurative element
exploration and figurative activities in the nature.

Second, the program has three steps: ‘sensible exploration activity — figurative
element exploration activity — figurative activities.” ‘Sensible exploration activity’
allows vivid interaction with the nature through five senses, ‘figurative element
exploration activity’ allows exploration and cognition of hidden figurative elements in
the nature, and finally, ‘figurative activity’ allows creative expressions by creating
figurative artworks using natural materials.

Third, the program suggested ‘planning — exploration — expression — appreciation’
using a course model for efficient natural experiential activities and offered ‘sensible
exploration activity’ and ‘figurative element exploration activity’ for ‘exploration’ and
‘figurative activity’ for ‘expression.’

Fourth, actual art programs were created based on the above design. Each program
was named ‘Let’s Play, Nature’, ‘Nature is the Magician of Colors’, and ‘Nature is a
Storyteller.” ‘Let’s Play, Nature' is a program for exploring natural lines, shapes, and
textures and creating 3D artworks using natural materials. ‘Nature is the Magician of
Colors’ includes exploration of natural dots and colors and creation of a mosaic using
them. ‘Let’s Play, Nature’ is an art program where children use all figurative
elements — dots, lines, shapes, colors, texture, and space — to express a scene from
a story on a stage.

The programs were created for children to interact with nature and use
nature—friendly materials to feel friendlier and closer to nature and made it possible
to see the possibility of recovering children’s natural characters. Also, their direct
and sensible experience in the nature stimulated their desire to express and led to
creative and rich expressions through liberal expression and purification of emotions.
In the future, there should be more opportunities for children to experience in the
nature for active learning and Fine Art classes should be studied and programmed
based on a long—term plan.
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