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Abstract

The Use of English Learning Strategies
by Korean Elementary School Students

Ko, Mi Kyoung

Major in Elementary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Ik-Sang

This study purports to investigate how Korean elementary school students
use the strategies presented in Oxford(1990) for speakers of other languages
learning English. The study also examines the differences in the employment
of strategies between grades, sexes and proficiency levels.

The results of the study are as the followings.

First, comparing the degree of how much the strategies are used by
grades shows that memory strategy, complementary strategy, and social
strategy are more highly used by 5th graders, while meta—cognitive strategy
and affective strategy are more highly used by 3rd graders. Among the
strategies, however, only the complementary strategy shows a significant
difference between the two grades. The result implies that lower graders
as well as higher graders use a variety of strategies, and thus it would be

effective to guide students to use the strategy from the 3rd grade when
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English is first introduced as a regular subject.

Secondly, across all the strategies including memory strategy, cognitive
strategy, complementary strategy, meta-cognitive strategy, affective
strategy, and social strategy, female students turn out to use the strategy
more than male students. Meta—-cognitive strategy i1s the most frequently
used in both sex groups, with more frequent use of social strategy by
females but more frequent use of memory strategy by males.

Thirdly, as for the degree of using the strategy by proficiency levels, the
strong group of English uses all 6 strategies more often than the weak
group. The advanced students use the strategies in the order of
meta-cognitive strategy, social strategy, and cognitive strategy. Despite
the tendency of leading students to use mostly memory strategy, especially
under the EFL conditions as in Korea, the required training of students
should focus on meta-cognitive strategy, social strategy, cognitive strategy,
etc.

Finally, the study compares the strategies used by the strong groups in
both 3rd and 5th grades. The result shows that the 3rd graders use
the strategies in the frequency order of meta-cognitive strategy,
cognitive strategy, social strategy, memory strategy, affective strategy,
and complementary strategy. As for the b5bth graders, meta—-cognitive
strategy, complementary strategy, social strategy, memory strategy, cognitive
strategy, and affective strategy are used in the frequency order. Thus, it is
necessary to take the differences in the use of the strategies into
consideration when it comes to the training higher or lower graders.

Based on the findings outlined above, this study proposes the followings:
First, the future studies need to develop diverse teaching and learning
models which consider learning strategies devised for the students of
different grades and proficiency levels. There are a lot of cases that the

students have become to lose interests in studying English as they
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become upper elementary, or even to give up studying, leading to
failure in studying English. Since teaching method designed considering
the students’ proficiency levels by grades can pave the way for successful
English study, the development of models in consideration of study
strategies 1s an urgent issue.

Secondly, along with the development of models, it is required to develop
materials which suit for different proficiency levels and grades.
Except the meta-cognitive strategy which has the highest degree of
use for all groups, the strong group uses more social strategy and
cognitive strategy, while the weak group uses more memory Strategy than
the other strategies. These results suggest that it 1S necessary to
provide the students of different proficiency level with different types of
materials.

Thirdly, we need a more systematic way of instructing the strategies to
elementary English learners. Although teaching and learning models based
on the strategies and materials in consideration with students’ levels are
assumed to be successfully developed, the strategy training cannot be
implemented if a teacher is lack of understanding strategies or fails
to be accustomed with teaching the strategies. Therefore, teacher
training not only for the understanding of the strategy itself, but also for
how to teach the strategy should be regarded as a primary concern.

+Key Words: learning strategies, elementary school students
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6. A: S U2tolA BEL?
1. A & AlUIR? b : i
. B: I'm from America. How
B: It's 8:30.
about you?
2. A Aol The traffic
) ) 7. A s B 2€0IL]7?
light is red. , i
B: It's Friday.
B: OK. Thanks.
8. A: Why are you late for
3. A: Hello. HZAH XILHLI?
, school?
B: |'m great, thanks. How
B: | overslept.
about you? -
A XY 20 R=017?
A |'m good.
9. A: Let's sto laying and
4. A Let's go out to the b playing
go back to our seats.
playground.
. . B: AM=di.
B: Oh, it's Monday morning.
A ZSAIZHN =2™ oF 4. B}
10. A: = HIRMLI?
) B: Yes, | did.
5.A: Hello, My name is Ann.
B: otd, Lt O|L}IOF.
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Nami : What's your ?

Joon : My i1s Joon.

@D age

@ name
@ hobby
@ friend
® brother
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R.2EF Y 54= ¥
e mHoR ATre R
S TEAL. ( )

@ Do you want a fork?

@ Do you want some pieces of cake?
@ Do you want a knife?

@ Do you want some hamburgers?

® Do you want oranges?

13. @pll 014 doj= dEke A29 ( )

Where's my a2
(N E5AA4 o9 dA]?)

@ time

@ clock

@ alarm

@ watch

® timetable

@ I have a stomachache.
@ I have a cold.

@ I'm tired.

@ So, so

® I am fine.



@ Whose bag is this?
(2 Where are you from?
(3 What is this?

@ Where is my sock?
(® What bag is this?

16. e 22 9w Adzele gait
s SR g el )

(a) Yes, very much.

(b) Jinho, you look happy.

(¢) Do you like English?

(d) Yes, I am happy. I have English

class today.

@ a-b-c-d

@ a-c-d-b

@ b-d-c-a

@ b-a-d-c

® c-b-a-d

17. okl ®7]e] tisle] ofgef= e o=
AR co)

A

B : It's sunny.

@ How is the weather?
@ What time is it now?
@ How are you?

@ Where are you going?
(® What's your name?

18. v disks ¢ W& e Ze

TEAIL. ( )

Collection @ jeju

Dad : Ann, What are you doing?
Ann @ I'm cleaning your shoes.
Dad : Thank you.

Ann : You're welcome.

Dad : What is Namsu doing?
Ann : He is making hamburgers.
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19. tigte] Hl o] S|z It &
e m2ZAQ. ()
Dinky : I'm going to Bremen.

Can you join us?
Mouse : Sorry, | can't
I ( ) go home.
Dinky : | see, bye.

D have @ mus

@ over

@ want @ mest

Tuesday |Wednesday

= L% kel

] kel e

kel &% 5

Thursday Friday Saturday

1| 8% Ty &
2| 29 2% =9

@el o S

I have Korean, math, English
class today.




D Monday

@ Tuesday
@ Wednesday
@ Thursday
® Saturday

21. v add ddets dolE Fo
AR Al&Elo] A BA Q.

23 oy 2719 BAEC] QE FLE

Polz 2 Q. ( )

knife, sink, cup, pork,
refrigerator, plate,
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