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A Comparative Study of Children’s TV News between NHK and KBS

Dong-Hee Kang
Dapt. of Journalism & Public Relations

Jeju National University

Abstract

This is a comparative study of children’s news shows between Korea and
Japan.

No previous studies have made direct comparisonn of children’s news between
Korea and other countries.

There have been some children’s news shows produced and broadcasted in
Korea for a while, such as KBS's Kid’s News Expedition and MBC’'s Log-in
Sing Sing News,providing various information angled towards children viewers.
However, they all went off the air. Currently, children in Korea are hearing news
from news shows for adults.

This study is aimed at examining the following. First, how are the segments
organized in children’s news shows, and how are the news reports presented?
Second, what are the kinds of tools that provide extra information of the news
to children? Third, what are the types and roles of the casts in the children’s
news shows? Fourth, what are the differences in news topics in children’s
news shows between different broadcasting companies?

The study method for the Korean programs was to make a transcript of the
videos that KBS provides on its website, and for Japanese programs, the
actual broadcasted footage of NHK recorded onto a DVD disc was translated
into Korean.

The following are the key findings. First, there were differences between
the two countries in how they organized the segments and how they
presented the news reports. On organizing the segments, Japanese
programs consisted of various segments, four to five in number, while
Korean programs had only three segments, showing a relatively simple
format. On how the news reports are presented, Japanese programs
were planned and produced based on questions on postcards received
by children viewers, and five regular cast members played as a family.

_5’7_



In Korean programs, the news topics were selected according to the
broadcaster and producer’s intent, and the news was presented by a
male and a female announcer.

Second, there were differences in the variety of the tools provided for
the news and frequency of its use. Japanese children’s news shows used
various tools to provide extra information on the news, and the cast
members actually used them on the show to provide Dbetter
understanding for the children. In Korean children’s news shows, the
variety of the aids was lacking and the cast did not use it to explain
the meaning of the news to the children. The tools only served as
background data to support the announcer’s report.

Third, there were differences in the type and roles of the cast. In
Japanese children’s news shows, each of the five family member cast
have their own roles of making a real family-like ambience that made
the news friendlier for children. On the contrary, Korean children’s
news shows had a format resembling ordinary adult news shows with
one male and one female announcer, and the producer’s intent was well
delivered, and was just as formal as news for adults.

Fourth, Japanese children’s news shows covered not only the domestic
news topics but also global news. However, Korean children’s news shows
were mainly on domestic news events, especially those relevant to children.
There were some international news topics, which was to instill patriotism in
children viewers.

As stated above, the differences and characteristics of the children’'s news
shows of the two countries were examined. Through this, I hope this study
serves as an opportunity to shed a new light on the problems of children’s news
shows in Korea, and contribute in producing children’s news shows adequate for
the domestic situation as well as children’s point of view.
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