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ABSTRACT

A study on coustumes in movie

"The Sword with No Name” and "Elizabeth: Golden Age”

—Focusing on Empress Myeong—seong and Queen Elizabeth I-

An Mi—-Hwa
Department of Clothing and Textiles
Graduate school of Jeju National University

Supervised by prof. Jang Ae—Ran

The movie costumes, artistic and figurative, serve to maximize the dramatic
conveying effect of the movie's theme, actor’'s character, and the image of a
dramatic situation expressed through clothing. As the public becomes more
interested in the movies, the most accessible of the many cultural artistic
performance genres, the interest in costumes is also increasing. Especially the
costumes made for dramatization of historic events based on facts are the
most effective method to directly transfer information, such as the movie's
theme, the actor's character, and image of a dramatic situation, to the
audience. Added to that, the reproduction and the reinterpretation through
historical costumes convey the image more effectively to the audience.
Therefore it is considered that research would be meaningful if it studied on
how the movie costumes are implied with symbols in order to present a
dramatic image depending on the situation.

Therefore this research compared, analyzed, and interpreted the historical

plays produced on historical backgrounds, ‘Like fireworks like butterfly’ and
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‘Elizabeth - Golden Age’. In other words, five dramatic situations were
extracted in order to compare and analyze the costumes of Empress
Myeongseong of the movie ‘Like fireworks like butterfly’ to the costumes of
Queen Elizabeth from ‘Elizabeth - Golden Age’

First, the charisma as a politician involved in politics, second, the inside that
wants to live as a loved woman, third, the extreme sadness from political
conflicts, fourth, the strength against the opposing power, fifth, the nobleness
that does not fear death, and such are the situations extracted. The costumes
presented according to the storyline and the personalities of the two
characters with these five as the basis are compared and analyzed, and the
implied symbolic meaning could be interpreted and analogized based on the
results.

Therefore the summation of the results of the research is the following.
Firstly, having compared and analyzed the costumes of the two characters
that show the charisma as politicians, even though there was a difference
between their status as queen and empress, both had the charisma needed for
politics compressed in their costumes.

Secondly, having compared and analyzed the inside of the two protagonists
who want to live as loved women, one could derive that they were in an
inside conflict between the life as a woman and the destined life as a queen.
In other words, the costumes of the protagonists had an ambiguous inner
conflict compressed in them.

Thirdly, having compared and analyzed the costumes of the protagonists
who are in extreme sadness due to political conflict, the two costumes are
similar in that both imply sadness even though expression technique may be
different. In other words, the sadness is implied in the costumes of both of
the characters.

Fourthly, having compared and analyzed the strength of the two protagonists

when facing the opposite side, even though there may be differences
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regarding the situation, both of the protagonists’ costumes derived the
strength to face the enemies.

Fifthly, having compared and analyzed the costumes of the two characters
who show nobleness in not fearing death, there was nobleness that did not
fear death and the dignity of the destined status as the monarch of England
and the Mother of the State of Chosun even when facing regicide and
assassination. In other words, the costumes of the two protagonists implied
nobleness.

As shown, one may extract that there are similar symbols of the movie
costumes presented at the dramatic scene even though they may each be
from different movies.

Therefore it is suggested that symbolic meaning, along with the expression
of the dramatic atmosphere, needs to be implied in the design of the movie
costumes. Also it is considered that providing diverse ways of expressing in
the attempts of designing movie costume of diverse genre may not only be a
method to fasten the development of the movie industry, but also is the

baseline in giving artistic value to the movie costumes as a genre of art.

Key Words @ movie costumes, Empress Myeongseong, Queen Elizabeth,

Charisma, Conflict of double personality, Sadness, Strength, Nobleness
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