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[ Abstract]

Analysis of the structure of discourses generated by

local newspapers

- Focusing on editorials concerning the ‘Jeju Naval Base' in local

newspapers

Lee, Young Yun
Department of sociology
Graduate School

Jeju National University

purpose of this study was to discover the social structure that the local
media, as a main ideological player, produces discourses in the community.
This study focused on how the two representative local newspapers, ‘Jeju
IIbo’ and ‘Jemin Ilbo’, created discourses on the proposed Jeju naval base
construction, one of the most talked about and controversial issues in Jeju,
and produced an ideology while at the same time distorting and misleading
the truth about Jeju.

The analysis for this study specifically concentrated on editorials concerning
the Jeju naval base construction printed in the Jeju Ilbo and the Jemin Ilbo.
Through editorials from the two newspapers, this study analyzed discourses
on the naval base issue created by the local newspapers and the methods of
reproducing an ideology. The analysis was based on media discourse theory.

When the issue of the naval base construction was raised again in 2005
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(after being dormant since 2002), the media generated debates based on
information accumulated in 2002. It was possible for the media to create
discourses closer to the true nature of the issue with much more in-depth
data compared with the past. However, the media produced less discourses
than before, or even distorted and misled about the reality of the community
and the nature of the naval base, even though they were well aware of the
construction process.

This study summarized the three socio—structural factors which affected
how the local media generated discourses. First, as the circumstances of the
media have changed, the structure for open debate has also changed. Second,
the loss of social movements has led to the loss of a restraining influence on
the media. Third, commodity fetishism has been reinforced among main
players. Media companies realize the illusion of the reality, but they still
make it more structured.

Analyzing how the local media generate discourses can identify the
ideological characteristics of covering up the nature of local issues and help
us look at those issues more objectively. Examining the structure of the local
community can make it possible to discuss the reality of the media. It can
also provide an opportunity for debates on how to overcome real problems
caused by the media’s distortion and misleading of the truth, along with

critical debates about the media.
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