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ABSTRACT

The Types and Characteristics of Golden Decoration

Technique used in the textile of Chosun Dynasty Era

Ko, Soon-Hee

Dep. of Clothing & Textiles

Graduate School of Cheju National University
Supervised by prof. Jang, Hyun-Joo

This study is intended to understand type and property of gold
decoration techniques wused in textile of Chosun Dynasty era. For
techniques decorating dress and its ornament using gold, there are Ingeum
method directly expressing gold dust or gold leaf onto surface of textile,
Jiggeum method expressing by weaving patterns with gold thread, and
Gold thread embroidery method embroidering in various patterns using gold
thread.

For study process, types of gold decoration techniques are inquired
documentarily to be classified into Ingeum method, Jiggeum method, and
Gold thread embroidery method, and properties of each method were
compared and analyzed based on 163 positive relics. Furthermore, this
study is to grope for ways to renew understanding on gold decoration that
has been symbol of magnificence from ancient society and open a new
field on modern dress(fashion) design.

Gold decoration techniques used in textile of Chosun era was classified
into Ingeum method, Jiggeum method, and Gold thread embroidery method,
and results of analyzing each decoration technique’s type, period, pattern,
usage, textile characteristic, and internal characteristic are as follow.

First, Ingeum is the method expressing pattern on the surface of textile
using gold dust and very thin gold leaf with adhesives, and there are

Nigeum method and Salgeum method using gold dust, and Cheongeum
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method using gold leaf. Jiggeum means layered texture textile
magnificently expressing pattern using gold thread separately from warp
and weft. According to weaving method, it is divided into Weejoong
texture technique expressing pattern using gold thread throughout the
textile and partial Weejoong texture technique weaving by using gold
thread only on pattern part. Both of these two methods can be classified
into method expressing pattern using only gold thread and method
expressing pattern using both gold and color threads. Jiggeum 1is the
technique decorating by weaving to complement impractical demerit Ingeum
has and strengthen pattern. Gold thread embroidery is the method
decorating with embroidery technique using gold thread among secondary
decorating techniques to express pattern after weaving textile, and it is
divided into Gold thread Ging Geumsoo method expressing contour of
pattern or most of the pattern using gold thread and fixing with color
thread, and Gold thread Ging Geumsoo method + Saksa Pyeongsoo method
filling inner of pattern with satin embroidery method and using gold thread
only on contour part.

Second, for typical and periodical advent percentage among properties of

gold decoration techniques, Jiggeum method is the highest(35,58%),
followed by Gold thread embroidery method(34.97%) and Ingeum
method(29.45%).
Third, for pattern on textile relics used of gold decoration techniques,
portion of compound type using combination of two to three different
patterns is far higher than single type using one pattern, and many of
these patterns have mixed animal patterns and nature patterns. In all
Ingeum method, Jiggeum method, Gold thread embroidery method, portion
of compound type(73.62%) was higher than that of single type(26.38%).
This seems intention to communicate various symbolisms by implication by
using diverse kinds of patterns rather than single pattern.

Fourth, as the social standing that can decorate gold onto clothing was
limited to noble class, its usage can be said to be very limited. Gold
decoration techniques was mainly used in court suit, ordinary suit,
etc(33.74%), followed by ornaments(28.84%), clothing article(15.95%),
Buddhist article(12.27%6), living article(9.20%), etc. Ingeum method was
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largely used in court suit(35.42%) and ornaments(54.17%), Jiggeum method
was largely used in court suit(28.58%) and ordinary suit(32.14%) in similar
portions, and used relatively largely in Buddhist article(35.71%5). Gold
thread embroidery method was used in clothing article(40.35%),
ornaments(33.33%) and living article(26.32%6) in similar portions, and Gold
thread embroidery method cannot be found in clothing kind of court suit
and ordinary suit. In addition, these gold decoration techniques were by far
used in parts of clothing(94.83%) such as collar, gore, cuff, lining, hem, etc
rather than the whole of clothing(5.17%).

Fifth, among textiles used gold decoration method, all of them were silk
fabrics except 5 woolen fabrics used Gold thread embroidery method.
Among theses, gauze(thin silk) was largely used in textiles using Ingeum
method, taking portion of 41.67%, Jiggeum silk was used in 98.27% of
textiles using Jiggeum method, taking largest portion, and for textile used
of Gold thread embroidery method, silk, material than can express complex
and luxurious figures was largely used, taking 73.68%.

Lastly, gold decoration techniques have inner properties such as
symbolism of social standing and wealth, ornamentation, and Yin-Yang
thought. In other words, they were mainly used in upper class as they
were recognized as means to symbolize social standing or economical
wealth, and have ornamentation nature as they have aesthetic effect to
display beautifully. Also, by stressing or decorating specific part with gold
on dress and its ornament, marked individuality and beauty could be
expressed. Ingeum method among these gold decoration techniques, was
formed in harmony of Ying and Yang's colors, can be said to possess

Ying-Yang thought in it.
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