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<Abstract>

Study on Formative Characteristics of Public Art in Jeju

—a focus on Jeju—si-

Myeong—cheol Lee

Fine Art Department of the Graduate School of Jeju National
University

(majoring in Western painting)

Advisory Professor Sung-jin Park

Public art plays a bridging role in connecting art and the daily lives of
people, which could help secure publicity as well as have not an insignificant
effect on how much ordinary people are aware of art. Because art can
permeate more positively in visual urban environment than other genres or
scopes in soclety and then enrich the relations among art, city and citizens,
the constructive discussions on public art should not be delayed. The
enactment of the Artistic Decoration of Building Program—a ground of public
art installation—can be said ‘the first step’ to settle public art in Korea.
Although architecture with artistic decoration—belonging to the field of fine
arts —is based on publicity, there is a difficulty in communicating with the
rank and file so that it cannot to be handled in Artistic Decoration of
Building Program and shows different tendency from each local society.
Public art in Jeju shows itself as no more than a passive phenomenon to
merely reflect personality and preference of artists.

Even in Jeju, a plethora of wall paintings and statues are manufactured and

installed, but it is not to be deemed that all of which are closely associated
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with subject buildings, surroundings and citizens. In particular, wall paintings
have long ago degenerated into an attempt to beautify the environment rather
than to promote public art; rather, a non-professional, careless constitution of
so—called art imposes on the audience visual fatigue. From this perception, the
study focuses on transforming the largest urban area of the island a desirable
aesthetic environment and seeking means to develop a significant relationship
between art and the public.

The author studies the changing procedure and relevant institutions of public
art at home and abroad on a comprehensive bhasis and reviews relevant
literature of related agencies in order to grasp the current status of public art
installation as a basic material, and accordingly, conducts on-the-spot
investigation focusing on Jeju-si (as well as part of Seogwipo-si). The
classification of materials collected also helps the author to seize positive
cases and isolate problems pertaining to local public art, toward suggested
improvements.

The author hopes that the study will become a reference work to encourage
diverse debate and which will engender a social dynamic for public art in the

development of Jeju's future.
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