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Seasonal Variations of the Warm Waters around the Sohksan-do
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Seasonal variations of water mass distributions in the south-eastern Yellow Sea are studied with
hydrographic data in February. May, August and November observed by Cheju National University and
Korean Ocean Research & Development Institutes (KORDI) in order to see if warm waters flow into the
West Sea in summer. Warm waters in the north-western sea of Cheju Island seem to link with those in the
West Sea in May and August, which suggests that northward flows exist in the West Sea. Warm waters
distributes more clearly in May than in August. which seems to result from that effects of tidal mixing is
small in May than in August. Current measurements show clearly that warm and saline waters go
northward from the south. The period of warm waters flow northward along the west coast of Korea, it
seems that from when the front has disappeared in the south-eastern Yellow Sea in spring to in late fall.

Key words : warm waters. inflow of warm waters into the west sea
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Fig. 6. Vertical distributions of temperature and salinity in May 1997.
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Fig. 7. Horizontal distributions of temperature and salinity on the depth of 5m, 30m and 50m in Aug. 1983.
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