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<Abstract>

Study on Kim Su-Young's Poems

Kim, Eun-Hee

Korean Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yoon, Seok-San

This research has been intended to analyze the thinking behind the poems written by

Kim Su-Young who played an active part in poetry from 1945 to 1968. This thesis has
been divided into two time periods; the first is 1945 and 1950s, the second is 1960s. Then
study has been centered around texts and biographies with a perspective of historical
criticism.

In Chapter II, it is explored how Kim Su-Young's poems accepted reality and the
changes that he experienced during the liberation from the Japanese colonial rule and the
Korean war that broke out on June 25th, 1950. An investigation was carried out to
discover what the poetic thinking was in his poems during the first half. His earlier poems
are mainly about reverence toward tradition, reforming things and interest in Western
culture and these are converged into absorption of oneself in the personal ego at the
closing section. Since he was released as a prisoner of war, he had a strong desire and
thirst for freedom. The poverty and sorrow that he suffered after the war made him aware
of the meaning of an individual's existence. The theories of Western literature he learned
through translating work, provided him with an opportunity to expand the cognition
regarding poems and he revealed an aspect of Modernist in the mean time.

In Chapter III, examination was done on how the social recognition through the
experience of the April 19th uprising in 1960 is reflected in the poems. In addition, the

way in which he accepted Heidegger's art theory that become the theoretical foundation for
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his later poems was studied. Through watching the April 19th uprising at the site, he was
awakened to a new understanding of the populace. Through this, he gained opportunities to
participate in reality. However, the April 19th uprising ended in failure. Disappointment
from this was followed by strong self-criticism and at the same time, he concentrated on
obtaining a new cognition of history and tradition. In the latter half of 1960s, he publishes
poems based on Heidegger's art theory which shed some light on the thoughts behind his
poems. The realization of Modernist ethos pursuing novelty became a momentum to change
him incessantly, and in the end, taught him to adopt Heidegger's art theory, which searches
true nature of poem and language, as his own theoretical basis.

In Chapter 1V, the characteristics of Kim Su-Young's poems and the position in poetical
history were analyzed. From his early days he had mainly selected T. This showed that he
was confessing and somewhat depicting his own personalty as a speaker. The strong
self-consciousness he possessed is thought to be the cause. Thus, topics were
'speaker—oriented'. This means that they were primarily related to his own stories. Turning
to the structural aspect of poems, irony paradox and satire, where inner speaker and outer
speaker are different, irony of strong self-criticism catches the eye. Not only are
Expressions of analogy and symbol used but the effect of emphasis through repetitive
expressions are also used to establish poetical organization. It can be said that his poetical
characteristics write poems applying various theories learned from new criticism led by
Allen Tate.

As argued above, Kim Su-Young was a voice of participation at that time of April 19th
in 1960s, while in the latter half he was a Modernist who wanted to delve into the
essence of poems that are on the basis of history and tradition. Therefore it can be said
that he is a poet showing a variety of styles. In particular, he is appreciated as a poet
who overcame the limit of Modernism by putting more focus on spirit than formality
because in those days Modernism had a partiality for techniques.
¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of

Education in December, 2006.
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