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<Abstract>

The study on the scope demarcation and patterns of

Korean language complements

Ko, Hyun—Hi

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National Universit
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Tae-Gon

This research is intended to highlight weaknesses in current school grammar
regarding complements, demarcate the boundaries of complements to expand their
scope and look into the forms of complementary case particles. To this end, a
predicate—centered argument was developed from a syntactic and semantic point of
view on the assumption that complements are grammatical components required
by the predicate that are necessary for a sentence’s  syntactic and semantic
perfection. Therefore, complements are essential elements of sentences without
which a sentence becomes syntactically and semantically imperfect.

In Chapter 2, a study was conducted on various opinions regarding complements,
their scope in school grammar and related problems. School grammar defines
complements in excessively narrow terms, limiting complements to particle forms
in order to make the grammatical system clear and simple. It divides adverbial
phrases, dependent components into imperative and voluntary adverbial phrases.
Furthermore, school grammar acknowledges that there are more predicates that
require complements. For example, predicates including adjectives of feeling require
complements, but grammatical rules qualify this by saying that only nouns
combined with the two predicates ('become’ and 'be not’) can be complements.

Next, an analysis was conducted in which all imperative adverbial phrases were
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classified as complements regardless of their form, framing complements from the
broadest standpoint. The defect of this framework is that even though the function
and role of noun—-form imperative adverbial phrases are different from those of
adverb—form imperative phrases, both of them are designated as complements. In
addition, subjects and objects, the same main components, exhibit mutually
different forms. Considering complements as double subjects denies complements,
but the concept of complements is indispensible for clarifying the characteristics of
predicates that require complements with specific particles as arguments. Also
there are structural difficulties which arise when the subject and complement are
treated the same (the double subject framework), since the former belongs to the
complete subject while the latter is included in the complete predicate. Repeated
subjects share a common connection to a sentence whereas subjects and
complements don’t share such a common link. As a result, the structural features
of the two constructs are different as well. According to one model describing
'noun group+particle’ forms as complements, only the noun form of imperative
adverbial phrases is able to become a complement. A complication arises from
such a model, however. Semantic studies of predicates should be carried out on
individual predicates and grammatical components should be identified by the
overlap of complementary and adverbial case particles. This is the point at issue.
Even if the model defines complements from a macro perspective, another problem
still gets in the way— adverbial phrases and dependent components are separated
into imperative and voluntary components. In this research paper, complements are
prerequisite to predicates. The meaning of the predicate decides not only sentence
structure but also the complement’s position, a necessary constituent element.
Therefore this thesis proposes that complements complete sentences by filling in
gaps in meaning regarding predicates. Complements thereby play an important role
together with subjects and objects.

In Chapter 3, the scope of complements 1is defined and the forms of
complementary case particles are investigated. Excluding subjects and objects, this
study only examines ’'noun grouptparticle’ complement forms required by

predicates. Imperative adverbial phrases of both noun and adverb forms cannot be
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defined as complements because they serve different functions and roles.
Complements appear to be nouns or noun forms because they are components of
the sentence’s main body as well as being targets of the predicate. Although
complements which are the same imperative component as subjects and objects
become adverbs as well as nouns, only 'noun group+tparticle’ forms are designated
as complements to install definite forms and maintain consistency. This is aimed
at stabilizing the grammar system by explaining Korean language using more
systematic and consistent rules. The complementary case particle established in
this research is '-i/ga’, '—e’, '-(ewro’, '-wa/gwa’. '-i/ga’ is the same form as
the complementary case particle stipulated in school grammar but the predicate
demanded by ’'noun+-i/ga’ is different. 'Become(doeda)’ and ’'be not(anida)’ are
stipulated in school grammar whereas this research suggests various predicates
such as ’correct(matta), like(jota), and dislike(silta)’. The complement in the form
of 'moun+ -e’ is an imperative adverb in school grammar while this research
views it as complement. That’'s because movement verbs such as 'go(kada) and
attend(danida)’ and predicates such as ’'thank(kamsahada), lean(kidaeda), and take
time(keollida)’ require the ’'—e’ complement inevitably. '—(ewro’ is also a
necessary ingredient demanded by predicates such as ’come(dakaoda), go(kada)
and become(doeda)’ and is defined as a complementary case particle in this
research. '-wa/gwa’ complements are also considered as crucial components of
predicates such as 'relate(yeongwandoeda), same(machangajida), meet(manada) and
differ(dareuda)’.

School grammar rules governing complements bring about problems in
differentiating among grammatical components with the same meaning and
function as different components. This phenomenon results from defining

complements too narrowly. Consequently, the scope of complements and the forms

of complementary case particle should be expanded.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
February, 2007.
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