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<ABSTRACT>

The Impact of Mission Schools in the Enlightenment Period

on Early Modern Education

Jo Hyo-seob

History Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Gweon, In-hyeok

The purpose of this study was to delve into how the educational ideals,
content and methods of missions schools, which were built as part of mission
work by early foreign missionaries, affected the nation across the board, and
what contribution they made to early modern education.

It’s specifically intended to look into the historical background of the
enlightenment period and the establishment of early mission schools by foreign
missionaries, to analyze the education of those mission schools in terms of
objective and content, and to discuss how those schools affected the introduction
of new education and the development of Korean early modern education.

Owing to the thoughts of missionaries about new education, education provided

* This thesis is submitted to the Graduate School Board in Cheju National University in February
2007 in partial fulfillment of the requirements for a master’s degree in education.
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by mission schools was a far cry from traditional education in terms of object,
content and method. They didn’'t take Korean heritage lightly at all, but their
curriculum was made up of modern Western courses like the Bible study,
English, physics and chemistry. That had something to do with the civilization or
modernization of the nation, and mission schools made the thought of equal
educational opportunity take root by informing people of their right to learn and
providing them with that chance without discrimination.

Mission schools were enthusiastically receptive to new culture. They played a
critical role in spreading and developing new culture, introducing Western
civilization and eventually stepping up modern education. Moreover, those schools
instilled the national spirits in students by offering academic, extracurricular and
vocational education.

Thus, it's attempted in this study so far to shed light on the contribution of

missions schools to the development of early modern education in Korea.
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