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<summary>

A Study on the Spatial Expressions in Painting

Hong, Da-seul

Department of Fine Art

Graduate School of Cheju National University

Directed by Prof. Kim, Yong-Hwan

We are always in surrounding space. In our daily lives, we usually see ob-—
jects, hear voices or sounds, feels a touch of wind and smells flower scent of
flower. These intangible things are associated with physical entities like tree
or stone, but have no shape. Their visual form, lighting characteristics, di—
mension and scale show up in empty space formed in association with
shapes.

We respond organically to association with space at any moment. The
space of architecture i1s the most realistic experience and is shown in a true
reality, so it is more material and visible. It is a cognitive space in which
spatial cognition is realized through definitions about the nature of space, and
thereby concrete space is recognized by our senses.

On the contrary, the space of arts is an empirical space as experienced
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with our senses, and is also fictional space created by artist who creates vir—
tual space.

In painting as a branch of formative arts, the space of arts is a space
formed by illusionary means on a plane. It reaches balance, constitution, emo—
tion and temporality, and has unlimited capacity based on point, line, face,
shape, color and more.

Painting expresses 3- or 4-dimensional space on 2-dimensional display.
That is, as far as painting is concerned, the space refers to a matter of com-
posing pictorial face, so the pictorial face is a space where a painter con-—
figures and arranges certain images in pursuit of esthetical regularity.

Focusing on painting expressions about these organic and relative relation—
ships in which man manages space and space influences man, this study an-
alyzed and examined into possible spatial expressions in painting from multi—
lateral viewpoints in order to find out how painter could be a little more mo-
tivated to draw near and communicate to appreciators.

Thus, this study first discussed the concept of space in painting, and ex-—
amined the formative exploration of spatial configuration resulting from visual
handling with essential elements of pictorial face, point, line, shape, color,
light, etc. Moreover, it also addressed perspective as most pivotal one of for—
mative elements comprising spatiality in pictorial face.

In the practice of expression, this study illustrated various works that ex-—
pressed space. Here, the artwork process and a variety of spatial expression
techniques shown in such process were classified into the following four cat-
egories:

First, pictorial division and reconstitution. We have an instinct to need bal-
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ance, unity and moderate change or strain in favor of stability and excellent
functionality. Thus, this study addressed golden section theory, and delineated
analysis of space available from the partition and reconstitution of pictorial
face.

Second, in terms of repetition and continuity of image development, it in-
terpreted such continuity in spatial expression into two directions for further
discussion. And focusing on identifying the substantial structure of painting
and object, this study analyzed the continuity of repetition in a pictorial face
from structure and behaviors, and the face-to—face continuity in which picto—
rial face develops with visual continuity along our moving sight.

Third, overlapping and multilayer construction. This study explored into the
phenomenon of pictorial space formed in a set of two-dimension planes by
visualizing spatial shapes with overlapped lines, colors and images and pre—
senting a multi-layered space based on piling and overlap.

Finally, in terms of media and space, this study illustrated exemplary works
to discuss a variety of media used in spatial expressions and explore into
various possibilities of those media.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the infinite possibility of spatial
expression in contemporary painting and explore another new formativeness

of painting.
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