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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Novels Written by Hyeon Ki-yeong

- With its focus on the novelistic correspondence

against the history and actuality

Kim Soo-mee

(Supervised by Professor Kim Byung—-taek)

Since Hyeon Ki-yeong took the literary rostrum with the work of
“Father("o}®#],)” in 1975, he has unchangingly taken the modern and
contemporary age of Jeju as a subject matter. It is very challenging when
one writer adopts only one theme in spite of the change in the times.
Therefore, it is certain that his will is exceptional in the history of
Korean literature. Therefore we must attach importance to his varicolored
themes concerned with one subject matter.

In the 1990s, the achievement of Hyeon Ki-yeong was to overcome
the viewpoint of the victimized Korean modern and contemporary history
regarding the Jeju 4-3 Incident. His concern and novelistic shaping about
the tragic incidents are unparalled. At that time, such a forceful
showdown for the real society was rarely found in the world of novel.
His early works such as “Soon-i Sam-chon($0] 4F&,)” aim to expose
this concealed and tragic history. On the other hand, “The Last
Cowpuncher(™}A = B]-$-2],)” and “One Spoon On The Earth(™x]4}o] <7}
gt 3}u},)” aim at wrestling with a new form and style of aesthetic
achievement moving away from merely informing people about the Jeju

4-3 Incident. In this way, these works portray his novelistic
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correspondence against the historic period and actuality.

This study is a contemplation on the novels of Hyeon Ki-yeong with a
focus on the novelistic correspondence against the history and actuality.

The summary of core contents discussed in the main subject is as
follows.

First, the novels of Hyeon Ki-yeong reenact a historical wound of
Jeju. They are an extreme expression of this historic tragedy of the
modern and contemporary age in Korea. The aspects of people's suffering
such as a collective prejudice on a Red, historic hardships and the double
suffering of women through sexual violence are revealed in the works of
“Soon-i Sam-chon”, “A Crow in Doryeong-maroo( =®n}52] 7up#,)”,
“The Lost Times('éloinl®l A1&,)”, “Iron and Flesh("4 ¢ 4H)” etc. In
these works the pain suffered by these people has been generalized to a
terrible historic sight.

Secondly, his novels uphold the tradition of the Jeju struggle through
the characters created in the pre-history of the Jeju 4-3 Incident in “The
Screaming Bird In The Edge(T™#4le] 9-21= x,)” and “The Windy Island("
vk El= A))” and show the lower class people actively moving in the
history of Jeju. It provides a basis that the revolt of Jeju is not a
protrudence on a plateau but an independent popular movement for
anti—-feudalism and anti-foreign power sentiments. From this point of
view, he believes that he should present the truth of that distorted and
concealed fact in terms of a novel.

Thirdly, the novels of Hyeon Ki-yeong show the restoration process
of historic fact. The character who leads it is an intellectual. ‘Han
Ki-oong' in “A Man At A Crisis("$1719] AFH1)” and ‘Wan-joo' in
“Platanus Citizen("Z#} e}~ AJ91,)” are intellectuals who are agonizing

between history and reality and in the long run reach a level of
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restoration of historic facts. A shaman in “The Thirsty Gods('&rlE &
1)”, who soothes the mistreated souls, is also involved in the restoration
of history.

Fourthly, his novels are practices of a historical mind. The characters
in his works have a strong conviction that the Jeju 4-3 Incident must be
discussed in public so that the concealed history may be socially restored
with witness of the people who know the truth of the tragic accident. His
works use a novelistic technique for the realization.

Fifthly, the novels of Hyeon Ki-yeong deal with restoration of
memory. In the work of “One Spoon On The Earth”, he illustrates that
the alienated voices can be spread to a national universality by restoring
the memory of a boy. Therefore, his home town, his spiritual roots has a
new significance. After all, the hero can get back to a healthy vitality
which controlled his ego in his childhood and his identity by the process
of contemplation on his hometown.

Sixthly, in his novels, the alienated figures were cast as main
characters. It is his strategy to vent the grievances of those who cannot
do so freely and show the spirit of mass. They are neglected but make
the edge their wombs.

Seventhly, the novels of Hyeon Ki-yeong showcase an objective and
unbiased perspective of the offender. This viewpoint is clearly expressed
in the process of exhibiting national universality without only sticking to
people's suffering. It i1s an essential element to the restoration of the
truth and the objectification of the offender.

Lastly, his novels attempt to make a connection between the alienating
historical incident and ecology through a work like “The Last
Cowpuncher” It illustrates that his long anguish for this history doesn't

remain in the past but continues to the present.
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