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1884 rxE v EYAdMark Twain)e] Ts|EHg] A B3,y (The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn)< 1947] wl=r2] AJtjgd4la} ®ZAX ] £
= 2 =89 otk EdQlel B2 A kMR e awe Ao 2y, 2
AP FRe] o)A} AFEF A A EA mmE el Fadt YRS AA T &
ol(Walter Blair)= ©] &4& “HF7FaolAM o] i womA FAld v
I3 A AANA g 1718 FElal due A ols 553 FAFTC ..
unique in being held in the highest esteem by critics and at the same time
prodigiously popular in the United States and throughout the world)Do]&}ar
B7H . B(Andrew Lang)e “9ubdk fweol 7o i3S X gle B4
]
(Earnest Hemingway)& “REE #l=r &3t 312 g] Holzt &+ vla E

nearly flawless gem of romance and humor)2o]gtar LAY, WU

O

ie)

o] Mo gHE & Aot} (All American Literature comes from one book by

Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn.)32tal 2z ch,

o8, TEIHE o By, & ovd FEHE IS B ZEoANH A
SIS A= ARG A4S dia o EAE A E5ES e 79U
& YHuck)wZoll EEskal Hukgh Ao = Yelo]l He7|w i, et nl=9
el TAHAA tEFo] FAHYIE k. 5% HAdEA B REAY

%k obgEol ohlek 19417] PZARele] v A v
3t g v FALE 7 vobskok @ AA old$27]E g ek oAl W of &
e A elgre Jhshe BAEle] e na fev F9

PoRNEls ARE Rob Wit a wolAEe] ZANA Wolt AHE Hob
Wibs A2 Fel AFETes Jauae vE FAS welFu gvk

-
I
I

1) Walter Blair, Mark Twain & Huck Finn (Berkeley: UCLA P., 1960), p. 5.

2) Andrew Lang, "The Art of Mark Twain," Mark Twain: The Critical Heritage, ed. Frederick Anderson
(London: Routledge and K. Paul, 1971), p. 249.

3) Earnest Hemingway, Green Hills of Africa (New York: Charles Scribuner's Sons, 1953), p. 26.
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o AUime Fojuk FoFd o3, AdeA] Rk £HS ARES| w3t o
2], 7] ghE(Miss Watson) A o She 1558 w g A 25 sty
Ae] golE ARESHA =T
Edle AFAAE AA 27t AR AL e s vEs 7 ok
o] e Yo = tiFiEe A IEL Edle]l Agd Uy} mAIAg] F
FHO mpSoA 17F e AA ARH RIEEe] &St ok dE 59, HF
ol B 12(Boggs)7t MW (Sherburn)tl @ & Fol ol 52 AR 184549 14
244 gy AgolA 2vt=(Smarr)7t @& (Owsley)dl Al 55 98 AR
oA ZAZ Aeolal, sl ofmA H(Pap) IHEe FAHWol A A(Jimmy
Finn)& 292 g zlojth,
Ed¢lo] o]EX AE] & A, A AFHE AMRT =SS W,

T A 8lE BARY SRS AW AMEF A ZIHE AR He 32 7HA

rlo
>,

2R A7)E AR, BATe, ARFele] SR s FAH Azte] AT}

s1e%, F-A4 Azte] AAFoR MIAHE AHold #AR T FHE F

& AbslElwA WelE sl wel et £ i AMIFH FAe e
2 3 A W A8 A AFAE, BAFe, B 5o BASS A5

4) Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (New York: Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 1962):
(EXPLANATORY). ©]F o] &4 E&-9] 182 o] ¥ ~Ed waEn (HH)IE&F Erjd % 9k WA
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ZF A A8 (Huck himself is the servant of the river—-god, and he comes
very close to being aware of the divine nature of the being he serves.)®Z}
3Assta vk wAAS 2 Avke] of el nhge] BEyalAE ARt Ayl
AL ohUe 058 AzHEHe] Ao wRY flwsh b2 A Aol
23 He 2o ggAe rsEuy we my o FAL welwth FbolA

= 2] ofee Aol B 8t golAw F AduEe AfFEte AL

8) Lionel Trilling, "The Greatness of Huckleberry Finn," The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, ed. Cho
Sung-Kue (Seoul: SHINASA, 1997), p. 529.
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Oxford UP, 1964), p. 328.
10) R. W. B. Lewis, The American Adam (Chicago: Chicago UP, 1960), p. 3.

9) Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden: Technology and The Pastoral Ideal in America (New York:

Zpedole] RGolxk “ml=el obH’(The American Adam)l0)€]
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11) Leo Marx, "Mr. Eliot, Mr. Trilling, and Huckleberry Finn," The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, ed.
Cho Sung-Kue (Seoul: SHINASA, 1997), p. 551.
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<Abstract>

Criticism on Human Society by the Contrast between Nature and Civilization

in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Mi-kyung Kim

Major in English Education, Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn represents some of Mark Twain's best work and
made him one of the greatest writers in American history. In this story, Twain illustrates
the contrasts between the materialistic civilized society, which has become corrupted and
depraved, and the Mississippi, which symbolizes a peaceful, calm, and pure nature. Twain
asserts that "freedom," means one thing to Huck Finn, but possesses an entirely different
meaning to the slave, Jim. Huck is a 14-year—old boy without a home or family. He rejects
the civilized society —a seemingly unjust society— and runs away from his cruel father.
Huck's character displays true goodness. He helps the black slave, Jim, escape as a free
man. Travelling with Jim down the Mississippi on a raft, Huck experiences various inhuman
aspects of society in villages located along the river. Twain demonstrates human vice,
violence, and hypocrisy through the behaviors of the Grangerfords, the Shepherdsons, the
king, the Duke and other assorted characters. He accomplishes this by presenting the world
through Huck's eyes. During Huck's Mississippi journey, he witnesses the human tragedy
created by the civilization of the river society.

Freedom has multiple meanings. It relates to more than the physical body, and includes
freedom of thought and expression, freedom from abuse and neglect, and freedom from a
hypocritical society and arbitrary rules. True freedom comes from the natural world, and is
often lacking in a manmade world. Huck pursues freedom in a contradictory society. The
river and the raft present an alternative world to the corrupted and cruel societies on land.

Huck's return to the river and nature serves as a source of stability to him.
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Throughout the journey, Huck develops an increasing awareness of Jim as a human being.
This is the beginning of Huck's growth. Huck falls into a dilemma between his moral
conscience and the social conventions of the time. He decides to help Jim escape, which
marks the victory of his conscience over the inhuman, social convention. As Huck faces and
resolves each of the conflicts, he truly matures as a human being.

The scenes depicted are funny and highly ironic. The casual tone and a light, but
dominant irony provide a criticism of the civilized society in the nineteenth century in
America. Though America gained material abundance, it lost the genuineness of the earlier
frontier spirit. In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Huck pursues freedom and grows up
humanely. After all, Twain urges that human beings should regain the American Dream that

pervaded society when they strove to gain independence and freedom from England.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

in partial fulfillment of the requirements fro the degree of Master of Education in August, 2008.
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