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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study of the Use of Passive Expression

in the Korean and Japanese Languages

Cheong Ha-young

Japanese education major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Kim Seung-han

Both the Korean and Japanese languages use the passive expression to express that
a subject is influenced by outside factors without its wvolition. = The passive
expression in Korean and Japanese have the same grammatical form, centered on the
subject that is influenced, though the application does not always correspond, which
can be confusing when studying these languages.

In general conversation with Japanese people, there is frequent application of the
passive expression. In contrast however, the active expression is primarily applied in
Korean. Therefore, this thesis studies the form and meaning of the passive
expression in various applications in Japanese and how it corresponds to Korean. In
addition, this document seeks to increase the understanding of the liberal application
of the passive expression in Japanese compared to in Korean, in an effort to assist
in the development of a good command of the passive expression in Japanese.

This thesis is divided into two sections. The first section presents the general

peculiarities of the passive expression in Korean and Japanese.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduated School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in

August, 2007
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The second section analyzes the difference between the passive expression in
Korean and Japanese. This thesis studies the practical application of the passive
expression in two carefully chosen Japanese novels and their corresponding Korean
translations.

The Japanese passive expression has a singular form - (5)#1% is related to a verb
that is the predicate. Whereas, Korean has diverse forms - one of 'o|8(E), -
At JOg), 'HT/ w9y g8ttt FJ(F), is connected according to the verb.
In grammatical construction, the Japanese passive expression is divided into the direct
passive that is directly influenced by the agent and the indirect passive that is
indirectly influenced. But as Korean language does not have the indirect passive
form, most of Korean passive expression conform to Japanese direct passive form.
In meaning, on the other hand, both Korean and Japanese passive form express
damage, neutrality and benefit.

In the practical applications in the Japanese novels, the direct passive is found
much more than the indirect passive. And most of them express damage and
neutrality among the meanings of damage, neutrality and benefit.

Meanwhile, there is a bold distinction between Japanese and Korean novels in their
grammatical expression. When translators render Japanese novels into Korean, the
passive expression in Japanese is typically changed into active expression in Korean.
In this case, rather than direct passive, it is more often indirect passive that is
translated into active expression in Korean.

When translating passive expression into Korean, one is faced with the challenge of
having a very limited vocabulary. Most of the indirect passive is XKD Z Y |
that express damage by an intransitive verb, but 2KZNDZZE | is the expression

that cannot be found in Korean language.
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