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<Abstract>

A Study on the Meaning of Time

between Korean © Japanese Spacial Concepts

Kyeong-sook Ko

Department of Japanese Literature
Graduate School of Cheju National University
Supervised by Prof. Chang-ik Lee

Time has abstract concepts without forms, which makes it difficult to
understand the concept of time, compared with space. So people borrow some
conceptual words of space when they express time because the conceptual
words of space are easier.

When conceptual words of space represent the meaning of time, the scope
of space forms the primary meaning, expanding into the scope of time. Such
a change of meaning is related with the ability of senses which can recognize
the outside. This study tries to analyze the extension of words in meanings
among the spacial concepts of words between Korean - Japanese. with regard
to human basic habits of space recognition.

The words which express 'before and after’ like ‘£z - 2%’ '5LA - H&' in
Korean - Japanese can often be transmitted into the meaning of time. On the
contrary, Korean words, 'before’ and ’after’ can designate 'past’ and 'future’
at the same time. This is true of the Japanese words like "2 - &’ 9L A -
#H&' This phenomenon is caused by the recognitive habit whether time passes
from past to future or vice versa.

In case time passes from future to past, 'before’ and '#Z - 2%’ mean 'after’
and '»&’ which represent 'future’. According to the recognitive habit of time

passing from past to future, 'before’ and '£2 - 2%’ represent 'future’. ’after’
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and '9L%' mean 'past’.

The words which mean above and below in Korean - Japanese can be
transmitted into the meaning of past and future. The word 'above’ means
'past’ in time. On the contrary, 'below’ means ’'past’ and ’future’ On the
other hand, the Japanese 92’ means 'future’ while 'L72’ means 'past’.

'9%’ in Korean * Japanese change into the usage of time which means
"before the end of time’. This is the result of the recognitive habit trying to

reflect the recognitive habit on time.
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