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Summary

In order to clarify the origin of coastal waters in the southwestern seas of Korea
the water masses analyses have been performed the oceansgraphic data.

The temperature, salinity and nutrients data used mainly here as have been obser-
ved in the southwestern seas and neighbouring sea of Cheju Strait, by the training
ship of Cheju National University June~ September, 1988 and in May, 1989.

Parts of temperature and salinity data are from the reported of environmental fac-
tors during 9 years(1971~1981, except 1975 and 1977) for the southwestern seas of

Korea and the annual report of oceanographic observations during Syears(1983~ 1987)
for the outer seas of the study area, bothly by Fisheries Research and Development

Agency of Korea.
The results are as follows :

1. The water masses in the southwestern seas of Korea have been characterized by 5.
7~15.5TC, 32.05~34.43 %, in winter and 13.2~25.3C, 30.00~34.68 %, in summer.

2. The water masses in this area come mailnly from the western seas of Cheju—do
and Cheju strait rather than from the western seas(southwestern parts of Yellow
Sea) of study area.

3. The low salinity waters below 33.00 % seem to be formed by the influence of
fresh waters from the land to the southwestern coastal seas.

4. The coastal waters of the southwestern seas have been extended nearly to the line
connecting Cheju—do with Yeoseo—do and the low salinity waters of the neigbou-
ring sea of Nowha—do originated from land tended to be extended to the seas

around Cheju—do.
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