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<Abstract>

A Study on the Developing Phase of the Korean
Modern Popular Novel Theory

- Focused on criticism text —

Kang, Jong—ho

This study starts from the need for general approach upon the
developing phase of Korean modern popular novel theory since only
a few writers or works of specific period have been the targets of
fragmentary discussion. Understanding the characteristics and phase
of novel theory can lead to effective understanding of the whole
novel history. Moreover, it can reveal the meaning of novel and
control the form in . creating works. Based- on  this viewpoint, this
researcher used the articles, dealing with popular novels, published
in  newspapers and literary magazines from 1905 to 1945, By
analysing and examining the data, this researcher tries to find out
how the popular novel theory has changed and developed in that
period.

Generally the novel reflects the society and the life of that period.
And the ideology of the novel theory and its viewpoint should be
differentiated according to the phase of contemporary social change.
Therefore, this researcher, emphasizing the connection between
literature and socio—culture, divided the discussion into before and after
KAPF organization, into before and after KAPF disorganization, and
into before independence and tried to reveal the phase of the whole
change of the popular novel discussion followed by social change.
Besides  that, this  researcher  subdivided the popular novel
discussion into creating methodology, conceptualism, axiology and
found out the aim and its significance on criticism history.
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Followings are the summary of the characteristics of popular novel theory
of each period and its general developing phase.

First, in enlightening period, due to the low level of critical
appreciation, comments or articles were used on the Dbehalf of
criticism.  After 1910, new-style novel theorists developed the
discussion focusing on the popularity and entertainment of novels.
Moreover, mass production of novels in Korean and commercialism
of publishing media enlarged the level of readers rapidly.

The novel theory of this period, even though not established
systematically, obtained meaningful results. It revealed the social
function of novels and offered a starting point of modemn literary
criticism  history, by developing novel theory of various forms.
Especially the theory in this period focused on the popularity,
entertainment, appreciation, and commercialism of novels, and it is
significant in that it provided the basis of modern popular novel
theory developed after 1920s.

Second, in the 1920s, the discussion on popular novels was
activated after KAPF organization. However, since the theory was
not established systematically, most discussions were still at an
early stage. Disputants tended to acknowledge the existence of
popular novels but underestimated them.

In this period, criticism seemed to overwhelm creativity. It was
because western literature theories came into and writers adopted
them without due consideration. Besides, the organization of KAPF
influenced to the birth of professional literature and criticism based
on proletarian ideology.

The discussion in this period tried to eliminate the gap between
literature and readers and made it possible to see the value of
popular novels positively. That 1s a very significant result of the
discussion in this period.

Third, in the 1930s, the discussions tried to deal with creating
methodology of popular novels and extended to the matter of
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popularization, the character of a newspaper novel and the characteristics of a
full-length novel. Especially, with the disorganization of KAPF, ideological
matter regressed and people tried to accept popular novels positively. Besides,
the commercialism of journalism encouraged the series of a full-length novel
and its discussion and spread positive thoughts to admit the literary value of
popular novels. Especially, it is noticeable to find out the characteristics of a
full-length novel and suggest the concrete method to enlarge the level of
readers.

Forth, before independence the discussion focused on the quality
rather than quantity because of the rapid change of social
environment. To break dull Iliterary circles, a matter of novel
renovation was discussed seriously. The discussion in this period
was significant in that it provided the foundation to be continued to
modern period by seeking the purpose of popular novels.

Fifth, after 1930s lots of full-length novels were written and
serialized in the newspapers. In poor environment, newspapers were
the most effective means to publish full-length novels.

The vogue of newspaper novels in 1930s was caused by the phase
of the time. The censorship of Japan and the commercial strategy of
newspaper  publishers changed  the character =~ of  newspapers.
Newspapers avoided to be professed ideology to escape the
suspension and  seizure of newspapers.  Newspapers  serialized
popular novels for the expansion of circulation. ‘Therefore a
newspaper novel was considered a popular novel and full-length
novel in this period.

Despite of popularity dispute in discussing process, the discussion
in this period was meaningful. It expanded the understanding about
the characteristics of newspaper novels and had interests in readers.
It also contributed to improvement of novel quality.

Sixth, the discussion on the value of popular novels changed from
negative viewpoints in the early stage to positive viewpoints. In the
early stage it mainly focused on the harmfulness of popular novels
from a old-fashioned dichotomic thoughts, but later it tried to focus on
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positive aspects. These discussions could be the process to approach to an
intrinsic attribute of popular novels.

Seventh, the terms related to popular novels were used according
to disputants’ arbitrary interpretation. Some tried to discriminate
the terms, but the terms of popular novel-common novel-detective
novel-mystery  novel-history novel-romance novel-family novel were
used together. The terms of working and peasant masses-populace
throng-citizens were used in professional writers’ works without
conceptual discrimination.

Eighth, the significant results in the developing process of modern
popular novel theory were that 1t discussed the characteristics of
full-length novels seriously and that it contributed to the expansion
of literature by digging into readers’ peculiarities.

The theory of modern popular novel, out of early negative
viewpoints, admitted the popular novel as independent literary style
and sought positive value. Such effort paved the way for the
expansion of literature and interested literary = world. Especially, the
facts that can be the theoretical foundation of modern popular novel
were included in the discussion in this period We shouldn’t
overlook that when we approach popular novel theory.

This researcher hopes that this study can contribute to the
discussion of modern popular novel theory on the whole. Further
study should be done on the unsatisfied parts of this study.
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