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ABSTRACT>
Research On Korean Representational Sculpture

-Centered on the works of Ryu In, Gu Bon- Ju

Kang Moon—- Seock

Graduate School, Cheju National University

Department Of Fine Arts, Majored in Sculpture

Supervised by Kim Bang- Hee

Contemporary Korean representational sculpture seems. to reach certain new
watershed. In addition, with multiplication of Western Modernism Wave, it has
been mixed with the spheres of representational arts as a kind of minimalism,
so it comes to even cause ambiguity & confusion as well as infinite expansion
of the definition of existing art. Concept & phase of sculpture are mixed into
multiplication of contemporary art, so it comes to be complex not to cover in
single definition. In these current, today’s representational sculpture is overtly
regarded as old age’s art cling to traditional property of matter & shape in
modern art and certain thing not matching with modern art.

This thesis examined the formation process of Korean representational
sculpture having the opportunity to open independent Korean modern sculpture
art’s new curtain thanks to modern sculptors’ overcoming current situations &
struggle of sacrifice in the barren regions centered on Kim Bok-Jin who started
from the modern concept of breaking off traditional sculpture & dual distortion

history of Western aesthetics from Japan.
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The formative expressions & rough genealogy of Korean modern
representational sculpture were confirmed by rough reviewing world of works
and contemplating each work of modern sculptors such as Kim Bok-Jin who
exploited the way of modern sculpture, the dawning of Korean modern sculpture
began from him, Kim Gyeong-Seung who had the trend of realism, Yun
Hyo-Jung who tried to join folk contents with modern form, and Gwon Jin—-Gyu
who expressed the depth of calm speculation as the attitude of deep reflection
facing internal world of romantic self.

Also the formation process of abstract sculpture was examined centered on
Kim Jong-Yeong who started from realistic representation since 60s, got out of
harmony world such like harmony & balance making occur figure space
artificially and approached essential tasks such as natural & organic structure
concept and the acquisition of extensity by the method of excluding
unnecessary parts, and it was studied about the concept of representation &
abstract according to those.

Especially, it was paid attention to the works of Ryu-In & Gu Bon-Ju's
which modern representational sculpture based on affirmative aspects of modern
sculpture is making shape of artist’s spirit with internal humanity &
abstraction of social phenomenon through physical materials.

Ryu-In makes us reflect seriously on human existence & life as the subject
of crisis consciousness human confronts such as human alienation & solitude,
individual existence, and the conflict with civilization society in the modern
society ruled by material civilization through ’'property of shape’. In the
expression mode, with being faithful the modeling of traditional human body
sculpture, he was unbound to the traditional method & constructed unique figure
language by distortion, transformation and omission of human body’s specific
parts, so he offered various expression mode of representational sculpture.

Gu Bon-Ju is presenting new way-out trial of popular arts and another
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possibility in the eye of folk. Getting over simple sorrow of life, and through
fabular expressing of reality, he makes us think again of our lives's
surroundings & center as not simple singular sculpture but expanding scenery
of life as works in the artisan spirit dealing with realistic description power &
materials and in the directing power composing of works.

Through these study, the attention points are that representational sculpture
of this age isn’t obsolete art of academism any more, integrating disconnected
traditional sculpture with property of shape, and that new possibility of
representational & formative sculpture comes to be abundant with new interests
about new 'form’ implied expressions of modern art & diversity of mode and
with variety.

This thesis aimed to find representational sculpture’s meaning as a method of
finding own peculiarity & independence in the communication problems with the
masses neglected by modern art since modernism of 20 th century centered on
the works of Ryu-In & Gu Bon-Ju. And getting over idle eclecticism which can
be tumbled for under the veil of pluralism, ride on the mode unrooted, and
nihilism, also meeting the request of age for the development & expansion of
media , it is intended to be a process of groping for investigating philosophical
value with intense spirit of artist & passion to include concreteness & reality of

life sufficiently.
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