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(ABSTRACT)
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NATIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
LANGUAGE TEXTBOOKS OF JAPAN AND KOREA
Han, Kye-Soo
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Chejudo, Korea
Supervised by Professor Ch'oe, Kyu-Il

It is no exaggeration to say that the quality of education is depends much on the quality of the education
curriculum and, therefore, it plays an important role in education. Education curriculums have been reformed
periodically due to the changes in knowledge and society, growth of education theories and evaluation of
the appropriateness of existing education programs.

In the 6th education curriculum in Korea, a new clause, 'characteristic’ to improve the extensive use of
the education curriculum by teachers, has been presented. In addition, instead of removing the cause goal of
each school year, which was impossible to reach realistically, they propounded a system of contents, in
clauses of contents which enabled teachers to understand the sphere and level of contents systematically. In
the guideline for the teaching and evaluation of Korean, they highlighted the importance of separating
'method’ and ’evaluation’ in the 5th education curriculum.

National Japanese language textbooks must be researched and developed in order to be authorized because
it is not first kind textbook but an authorized textbook. There has been no the case of a study comparing
Japan with Korea in terms of National middle school textbooks. The comparison research about the
education courses, the education goals, the contents, the education system and education structure, between
Japan and Korea in the national language education of middle schools, will be very conducive to editing
national middle school language textbooks in the future.

Let’s compare the contents and external form of Japanese with Korean middle school language textbooks.
In the case of korea, first, it is better that each textbook should be combined into one textbook for two
semesters because of lots of pages. Reducing the size of the textbook can lessen the burdens of both
teaching and learning. Second, the contents of textbooks should be diversified. Language textbooks can
provide knowledge and horizon about new information because they are basic books which enable learners
to reach the goal of learning. Third, national language textbooks should be easy and interesting for the
learners. Generally, the learning through the textbooks are not specific and the textbook vocabulary is not
easy. For instance, humorous expressions should be used in the textbooks. Forth, the quality of paper
should be of high quality. Fifth, illustrations as learning materials to aid learners can be inserted in the
textbooks and especially color illustrations are also needed.

In the case of Japan, first, useful materials to aid learners are needed for learning because the size of the
textbooks are not relatively large. Second, the contents of the textbooks are specific and uninteresting,
which can cause weakness of creation. Third, the level of the vocabulary of the textbook is difficult.
Learners feel difficult in understanding the meaning of the textbooks due to the mixture of the Chinese
characters, even though OKRIKANA is written in books. Fourth, the illustrations of the textbooks which
are supplementary and decorative occupy a lot of space. Fifth, the number of the lines and letters is
insufficient because the print size is very large. Implementing comprehensive, tangible, and comparative
international study on the methods of the structuring the contents of textbooks and the external system

for the textbooks will make a great contribution to improving the quality of the korean textbooks.

* A thesis submmitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Education in August, 1999.
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