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< Abstract>

A Study on Natsume Soseki’s view of education
- Focused on Botjjang, “Junghakgeryangchek”, “Ugyunsuchik” -

Kim, Dae-Seong

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Nan-Hee

The object of this research is to investigate the essence of the educational
policy which was showed in the educational ideology and system which had
an influence on the text of Natsume Soseki directly or indirectly in Meiji Age
and to illuminate how Natsume Soseki’s view of education is expressed in the
text of Botjjang(1906), “Junghakgeryangchek”(1892) and “Ugyunsuchik”(1895).

In this research I investigated the educational ideology and system, the
social background and.so on in Meiji-Age. The educational policy in Meiji Age
inspired people with the spirit of patriotism, focused on the construction of the
country to enrich the country and strengthen the military and also accepted
the educational policy of Western pragmatic lines positively. Consequently
Natsume Soseki showed critical attitude which prosecuted fatal influences of
egoism or success attention to follow the modernization through his whole
text.

I analyzed the teachers who appeared in Botjjang into two kinds of those;
one is ‘the moral society-oriented teachers who are classified as positive
image group and the other is the ‘profits society-oriented teachers who are
classified as negative image group. The ‘the moral society-oriented’ teachers
think that honesty, the sense of duty and moral personality is very important.
Otherwise the selfish ‘profits society-oriented’ teachers are considered as
hypocrites who emphasize the formal ways they are symbolic of ‘immorality’
born in the Modern civilization. Because they are power-oriented people who
have hypocrisy, slyness and the secret of success in life.

Especially ‘Botjjang’, the hero of the text, had demerits which were too
nervous and quick—tempered, but he was honest and frank basically and had a
strong sense of justice, pure and simple teacher. As Natsume Soseki confessed
himself, however, ‘Botjjang’ was not a desirable teacher because he didn't
know what he had to do as a teacher and was in the lack of the educational
mind in the side of the qualification for a teacher. Also he didn't have a sense
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of duty. However, Natsume Soseki showed the human type he hated concretely
through ‘Botjjang’, the hero and other characters in the text. And furthermore
he had a view of coming Japanese education for the future and suggested a
prescription for the educational world of Japan, I suppose.

On the other hand, I couldn’t see the images that students respected their
teachers or studied hard listening to their teachers in the text. For example,
the image of students who was in the lack of moral sense stood out in bold
relief through various episodes of ‘The Grasshopper Happening’, TFried Noodle
Happening’ and ‘Math Problem Happening'. Natsume Soseki criticized toward
the students’ uneducational behavior against students’ desirable image.

And I analyzed the text of “Junghakgeryangchek” and “Ugyunsuchik” closely
and more in depth. I could confirm that his view of education in these texts
was well-expressed in Botjjang. Namely, he thought that education was to
improve learner’'s own talent and ability and to cultivate moral character. This
text said that personal potential development, the essence of education, was
neglected and the intellectual education was preponderant in education system.
And also the moral education was coherent as a means of his loyalty for the
country and obedience to his superior. Owing to this tendency, a man of
ability treated better than a man of character in our society. Therefore,
criticizing our selfish society which itried to struggle for the power and money
by fair means or foul. He insisted that we have to prepare for the
improvement of teacher conditions in many ways as a precondition to make
the hope of education come true.

After all, Natsume Soseki criticized that the school educational system from
the Western countries exhibited snobbery because it fell down practical
learning or studies as a tool. He thought that the essence of education
contained not only the intellectual education but also the moral education and
it had to cultivate students’ talents and potential power. To make these come
true, he emphasized that the school education was accomplished by moral
educators and moral education was taught on the base of respect and trust
between teachers and students. At this point he presented very useful
educational vision with his outstanding discernment, 1 think.
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