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<Summary>

A Study On Kokoro, a Novel by Natsumesoseki
Kim, Su-hyon

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Prof. Kim, Nan-Hee

Natsumesoseki, a representative writer of Japanese modern literature,
is considered to have elevated Japanese modern literature up into the
substantial level. His works range over various subjects such as criticism
on civilization and the Maji age, men estranged from civilization, men’s
inner nature or delicate psyche and so on. In other words, Natsumesoseki s
literature. supported by two pillars—of the psychological description of
man s inner nature and the criticism on the Maji civilization. discloses
the light and dark of the Maji period clearly, dealing with the problems of
contemporary human beings.

It is Kokoro among other works that confronts these subjects most
strenuously. Generally speaking, the subjects of modernization could be
dealt with superficially in the act of surveying the dawn of modernization.

The writer. however, views these themes in connection with the

subconsciousness and psyche of contemporary people.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in October, 1998
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Kokoro. the last of his later day's trilogy including The Bevond and
The Passerby, was serialized in the Asahi Shimbung from April to August in
1914, and published in September of the same year. It consists of three
independent short stories such as Teacher and Me, Parents and Me. and
Teacher and Will, all of which are tightly and logically knit together. The
first two stories throw the readers into the whirlpool of puzzles with the
coming events foreshadowed. and then the last one reveals all the
mysteries. It might as well be regarded as a mystery story in so far as its
form 1s concerned.

Kokoro describes the elusive and whimsical human minds through
various types of characters, and criticizes the civilization of the Maji
period when the intelligentsia, with their self-consciousness budding, were

plunged into anxiety and confusion.
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