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<Abstract>

Study on reality recognition and confrontation will
In Ha Geunchan’s Novel

Kang Young-Im

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Moon, Sung—Sook

Until now, study has been placed on Ha Geunchan’s works which
deal only with warfare, with the standpoint that he is the author
who recognized the Korean war and Japanese imperialism as sources
of the nation’s suffering, described people’s damaged lives because

of the war, but reflected it all positively in his novels.

The purpose of this research 1s to correctly understand the
author’s whole literary mind by reviewing the reality of warfare and
colonial times in his work, and by studying his analysis of reality
recognition and confrontation which are reflected in the works about

absurd soclety.
For this research, I divided his complete works into 3 temporal

phases so that I could thoroughly analyze the characters’ acts and

mental states.
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First of all, in chapter 2, the description of warfare experience was
divided into warfare witness and the will to overcome post—disaster.
As a result, it become clear that his works show warfare’s cruelty
which distorted personal life in the historical period, focusing on
bodily damage destruction of a pure world, erosion of values, and
women'’s suffering. The author identifies the will to live that exists
in people so that they might be able to adapt to any current
situation. At the same time, he suggests how our nation should
proceed and overcome the tragedies of war on our path to the

future.

In chapter 3, witness of colonial experience was reviewed In two
ways, colonial reality and modes of confrontation. It shows a dark
colonial reality which attempted to make Koreans Japanese by
colonial education, economic  plundering, and social suppression.
However, it also shows a strong nationalism, and a will to overcome
reality by recognizing and criticising an Iintellectual and people’s
confrontation pattern. In the works which contain recollections on
Japanese imperialism, he continually and sharply points to colonial
times through the characters who easily compromise themselves
during history. He also shows his anti—Japanese sentiment, and a
strong nationalism which he has kept even after Korea was

liberated from Japan.

Chapter 4 shows that he divides the problems of present society
into the absurdity of industrialism and succession of tradition. He
emphasizes respect for human life and succession of tradition in a

reality which doesn’t recognize and doesn’t emphasize the
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importance of traditional culture. It also shows the author’s
self-examination and change of feelings in his old age by expressing
struggles while searching for a reason for being (raison d’etre), and

his interests in the world we might inhabit after death.

In conclusion, his works show a life model which overcomes the
subjectivity of present experiences and intends to achieve universal
applicability throughout time. His work is very valuable in that he
suggests an optimistic and proactive life attitude to the readers
while he gives a bright vision to people who live life with strong

will and patience without desperation.
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