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<Abstract>

Study on an efficient guidance plan for

early piano education

Yang, Eun—Hee

Musical Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park Sun—Bang

As the standard of living of our country is elevated, the desire for
education increased and the interest in musical education was also raised.
Especially, there are growing number of parents who want to have their
children educated in music as early as possible, because parents don't
desire that their children should become experts in music but desire that
they could be given emotional -cultivation and self-expression, etc.
through musical education.

The typical instrument in conducting early musical education is a
piano. A piano evenly has the functions of a string instrument, a
percussion instrument and a keyboard instrument, so that it has universal
musical advantages and the most basic and general instrument. In
addition, children uses both of right and left hands, so their both brain
can equally develop and learning children can have a sense of confidence
and accomplishment.

This study was conducted on children aged between 4-7 which,
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musical scholars think, is the time for most children to use a piano for
the first time and considered to be suitable for early musical education,
because children, during this time, not only rapidly develop in their
sensual ability, the most basic element in forming musical ability, but also
the auditory function among sensual functions already develops at the age
around 6 just as adults.

Chapter II of this paper, under the background of early piano
education, examined the concept of a piano instruction method, the
necessity of early piano education and musical development stages by
Piaget's recognition development stage.

Chapter Il proposed the basic elements for piano learning. The first
element is the role and disposition of a teacher. Since a teacher has a
great effect on pupil's learning, a teacher, with a sense of duty as an
educator, should have pupils feel emotion, always study so that pupils
may have an insight into beauty and guide pupils so that they can feel
and express, for themselves, beauty through a piano. The second element
1s parents, who must not entrust a teacher with all of their children's
learning but create an atmosphere in which children may play a piano
merrily and praise children regardless of progress of learning. The third
element is selection of a textbook, and in this paper, [ described the
contents of piano textbooks widely used in our country such as Beyer
plano textbook, Bastien piano textbook and Alfred piano textbook and
looked at the merits and demerits of those textbooks in order to help
select an appropriate textbook. The fourth element is a lesson type,
individual instruction and group instruction will be described. Usually, in
an academy, an education is conducted centering around individual
instruction, but, carrying out individual instruction and group instruction

side by side utilizing the merits of group instruction, more effective piano
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education could be conducted.

In Chapter IV, first, I described what posture is appropriate as means
for effective learning guidance to early piano education in relation to
performance posture, hand shape and movement of a finger and the wrist.

Second, [ looked at how rhythm education, the most important element
forming the basis of music, should be conducted. Rhythm requires the
exact location of accent and exact division of rhythm and a variety of
types of training in periodical beat. Especially, it is more effective to
have children naturally feel and express rhythm doing physical action
such as walking, running, clapping one's hands or singing a song.

Second, reading music and a first view was examined. It can be said
that true ability to read music is to understand the music of a composer
through note, rhythm and other musical mark, so it is desirable to look at
with children the feeling a tune can represent even if it is the simplest
one. In teaching a first view, if a teacher selects a tune, it is better to
use whose level is a little lower than that a child learns at that time and
which is short but evenly jincludes sharp,- flat, natural, various chords,
rhythm, etc.

Fourth, sight—singing and a clear voice was examined. First of all,
sight—singing is not impossible unless sensual signal, understanding a
musical note and singing skill aren't carried out side by side. sight—singing
advances the ability to see a musical note and is a good way to learn a
musical interval and rhythm. Proper learning of sight—singing advances
the sense of sound and can feel high and low between sound, so that a
child can understand musical interval relation and grasp where he/she
must breath singing a song, resulting in helping a child improve phrasing
sense. Also, regarding a clear voice, have children correctly recognize a

musical interval, exactly judge rhythm and write a musical interval and
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name on a music sheet. After teaching children those things, let children
understand rhythm more concretely by having them write simple
homophony and a key. Then their listening ability will increase.
sight—singing and a clear voice have very close relation, and either must
not disregarded. They are most fundamental and basic ability, so they
must be thoroughly taught from the beginning of musical education.

Fifth, a method of creation and impromptu performance was proposed
In creation learning, it is better to have children understand the concept
of various notes and rests before conducting learning by the staff. In
addition, if children are trained to express certain special sound such as
thunderstorm, pattering of raindrops, sound of car passing by, an echo,
etc., it will be helpful to not only their raising creation ability, but their
expressing much portion of life.

Sixth, [ proposed, as piano execution, tone and touch, legato,
staccato, phrasing, scale and arpeggio, a trill.

Early piano education must not stress a technical aspect of
performance but focus on cultivation of musicianship. Accordingly, study
on an effective guidance method of early piano education is significant in
that it is helpful to conducting appropriate and effective musical education

for children.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the
degree of Master of Education in August 2004.
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