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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Importance of Early Education of Music with
Piano and Teaching Methods Thereof

Yang, Song-yeon
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Chang, Hong-yong

Music is time-based art using tune as an object and enormously
helping people for their brain, physical, aesthetical, and emotional
development. One of the most critical goals of music education is to
elevate emotions and creativity through the artistic experience of
music and to facilitate ‘tharmonious character development. Thus,
music education should start early in one's childhood through various
environments and diverse methods. The younger one receives music
education, the faster one develops one's brain, physique, aesthetic,
and emotion, hence critically forming the disposition for the life
time.

Accordingly, we cannot emphasize the importance of early
education of music too much. Actually, many people are aware of
the importance of such early education of music and let their
children learn music with a variety of music instruments. Among
such instruments, piano is the most popular one that is used in early
education of music. The reason for its popularity is due to its
relatively great compass compared with other instruments, its
readiness to fulfill the 3 elements of music by being a harmony
instrument, and its easiness of learning based on the natural relation
between note and keyboard. These characteristics of piano make the
instrument the most appropriate instrument for children to learn.
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Consequently, early education of piano 1s directly related to early
education of music.

Piano education is not only to train great players but also to
integrate music into learner's daily living, cultivate desirable and
healthy mind, and enhance the quality of life eventually.

The purpose of this study is to examine phases and characteristics
of the physical and mental development of children whose age
correspond to the early education starting point and accordingly
develop efficient teaching methods. As a result of this examination, a
solid ground for early education of music with piano is to be
established. This study aims to examine contents and methods of early
education of piano based on the documents and teaching experience,
and present desirable methods of teaching piano. The results of this

study are as follows.

First, to teach children music professionally, teachers should

understand physical and mental development phases of children.

Second, childhood music education should not emphasize too much of
producing child prodigy or professional player, but it should rather

focus on enriching children's general life experience through music.

Third, teachers should stimulate children's interest and desire for the
internal motivation, since the education of today values independent
and autonomous learning. Based on the internal motivation, it 1is

recommended that teachers facilitate voluntary learning.

Fourth, instead of simultaneously teaching practical piano play and
theoretical note reading from the very beginning of learning, which is
a method fueled by the obsessive education frenzy, teachers should
conduct genuine music education and teach children according to their
cognitive development phases. Moreover, overcoming the previous

method of cramming and passive education, teachers should design
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various learning programs that stimulate children.

Fifth, teachers should understand genuine desire of learners,
encourage them to explore all possibilities, and provide mature

learning environment.

Sixth, teachers should apply individual tutoring as well as group
teaching in order to develop in—-depth playing technique and

musical intuition simultaneously.

Seventh, by developing ability to readily recognize what children
see for the first time, teachers should help them comprehensively
understand the music piece as a whole, so that musical intuition,
memory capacity, and concentration skills of children are

reinforced.
Eighth, appropriate study, materials  which can be physically

managed by children are to be selected and teachers should

encourage them to maintain interest and learn autonomously.
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