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{Abstract)

The Oppression of Women in 7he Mill on the Floss

Hong, Hae-Jeong

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

supervised by Professor Yang, Young-Soo

The purpose of this study was to delve into the historical and social situations
of the Victorian Age in England, which was portrayed through Maggie, the heroin
of George Elliot's second full-length novel titled 7he Mill on the Floss.

In the Victorian society of England, every family was governed by male
chauvinism and patriarchy, and the status of woman was inferior to that of man.
Socially, the economic and social discrimination against woman was more
solidified by the introduction of industrial capitalism, and women were placed in
an oppressive situation that weakened their will to live. Unlike ordinary
contemporary women, "7] tried to lead an independent life, and it's attempted in
this study to look into how her needs were ruined, what conflicts she suffered
and how she was restrained.

Chapter 1 described the childhood of Maggie and her brother Tom, especially
how a sense of sexual discrimination was instilled into them at home. The
narrow—minded Dodson's and the pre-modernistic mind-set of the Tulliver's

forced her to receive inequal education, and she was exposed to a deep-rooted

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2005.
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gender bias. Contemporary women had to live a dependent life economically, and
her brother Tom who got used to gender inequality conflicted with Maggie who
were driven and not obedient due to his authoritarian needs for dominance.

Chapter 2 discussed the contrastive ways that and Tom responded after
Tulliver lost a suit and went into bankruptcy. Their reaction unveiled how
contemporary women were oppressed in changing society where industrial
capitalism started to be widespread. Thanks to the increasing power of capitalism,
Tom had an economic edge and settled well in society, but Maggie had no choice
but to accept the philosophy of resignation, being deprived of every chance to
satisfy her needs. Her frustration showed that the divided roles of man and
woman were more reinforced by the economic principles of capitalism.

Chapter 3 explained that Maggie was drawn to Steven largely due to her
economic deficiency, and depicted how she made an independent decision after
that. She decided to leave Steven, and the oppression of St. Ogg's and Tom
against her in that process was graphically described. However, she made up her
mind to stand on her own feet, and took precedence over Tom by saving him
from the flood in the last scene. Yet there was something to be desired in this
novel. Her separation from Steven could be interpreted that she complied with
oppressive reality on the ground of her sense of responsibility, and her death in
the flood scene could be understood that the author avoided going into any
further details about the issue of woman, though the novel successfully described
it until then.

However, this novel was successful in that it made an objective visualization of
the heroin's suppressed reality. The graphic description of contemporary women's
situations makes readers take an objective look at the Victorian society's
prejudice against women, and readers are encouraged to defy gender inequality.
And this novel pointed out that historical movement into industrial capitalism was
one of the major factors to intensify sexual discrimination. Although there is some
criticism against that novel for this reason, the outstanding portrayal of alienated

and suppressed women contributed to raising awareness on the issue of woman.
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