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Abstract

Study on How to Teach Cross—curricula Art

Through Project Approach

- Focusing on small group activities of 3rd graders -
Lee Gi—yeong

Major in Elementary Art Education
Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Im, Chun Bae

The 2007 Reformed National Art Curriculum, conducted for the first time for 3rd
and 4th graders in elementary schools, suggests not only broad-based integration of
art within general course framework but also recommends cross curricula education
of art to better deal with interdisciplinary topics. The program is designed to
provide an opportunity for elementary school students of differing personality and
interests to enjoy art class, which has been relatively ignored when compared to
so—called main subjects; when conducted at all, art instruction and activities are
held nominally at a designated period of within the day’s curriculum and in the

homeroom, with the same material and by the same teacher as the past.
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In the preliminary phase of this study, teachers extract topic-oriented
education process connected to other curricula. The practicing phase reduces
the topics—-children pay more attention to--to more localized one by
selecting, for example, such topic as 'meeting with stones’ and develop how
to teach art class according to the symbolizing cycle——consisting of prior
oral expression of what kids already know, drawing and discussion before
on-site study, research, field trip, extensive drawing after on-site study, and
in—-depth learning. In the wrap-up phase, teachers and students display the

results of their activities.

The author is a principal for a branch elementary school that has four
students in the 3rd grade. The high ratio of teacher to student creates an
ideal environment for cross—curricula art education through project
approach——as teachers and learners can interact with each other through
sufficient  conversation and  discussion, which is, essentially, a

learner—-oriented education.

As a result, the cross—curricula art education based on project approach is believed
to have several beneficial effects: self-managing education during exploring
Interesting topics in an in—depth way; strengthening of mutual cooperation and
friendliness among learners through conversation and discussion; restructuring of
early expression through various autonomous expression activities; and improved
artistic appreciation skills toward works of art, as well as their connective and
related objects, in a process which leads learners to a more sophisticated sense of
observation, creativity and oral expression, all of which cultivate the aesthetic,

creative and formative senses.
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Consequently, the cross—curricula art education under project approach fosters an
environment wherein learners participate positively in art activities and develop their own
abilities——an aesthetic sense, creative expression and criticism, and artistic appreciation

skills for creation of artwork and toward a culture of art.

The learners are expected to improve their formative sense in virtue of opportunities
given them to enjoy significant aesthetical experiences in their ordinary lives. Suggested
herein, for in-depth education involved in sub-themes designated according to children’s
various interests, is that teachers need to occupy and even extend sufficient time and

authority to research for the preparation of, and reorganize art class.
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