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<Abstract>
Study on teaching appreciation of fine arts,

integrated with activities of expression
Kim, Eun-hee

Arts Education in graduate School of Jeju National University

Supervised by Kim, Yong-hwan

For children, activities related to fine arts are one of the great ways to express
their thoughts, feelings and emotions through various media and with various
materials. Fine arts also helps children have emotional stability and develop
creativity.

Fine art classes in primary schools focus on preparing children with diverse
aesthetic experience to broaden their understanding of art culture, and their capability
to appreciate fine arts. They can also express their thoughts and feelings by
participating in various art activities. Such activities of creation and appreciation will
develop the ability to express, understand and appreciate fine arts, promote creativity
and foster sensibility.

The expression and appreciation in art are not separated into two things.
Intimately associated these two should be integrated for more effective art education.
The significance of art appreciation has been widely accepted recently that not only
the expression activities but the appreciation activities are equally stressed and more
specific teaching methods based on comprehensive understanding of art are drawing
attention. Looking into the actual primary school classrooms, however, we notice the
reality that the curriculum is leaning heavily on expression activities. Furthermore, the
absence of a teacher's manual for effective guidance of art appreciation leaves the

stereotyped functionalism-oriented curriculum continuing to be followed.
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The purpose of this study is to break from the current teaching methods of
segregating appreciation from expression-oriented teaching in primary art education
and to prove that the integrated education will enable kids to broaden the
understanding of fine arts and promote their expressive power through creative
thinking.

This thesis arranged a theoretical foundation on the education of integrated fine art
appreciation based on the bibliography and conducted a survey of teachers to
discover the situation of teaching how to appreciate art in currentart education.
Also, it analyzed the result of the expression-and-appreciation-integrated teaching
model applied to actual classroom situations. Through literature studies, surveys and
practical application of the model, the guidance of teaching fine art appreciation
integrated with expression to lower grade elementary students has been studied. The
details of this thesis are summarized as below.

First, it reviewed the concept and significance of art appreciation through literature
content area and methods of teaching how to appreciate fine arts.

Also, it searched the guidance of art appreciation appropriate to lower grade primary
students by studying the developmental stages of appreciation capability.

Second, in order to figure out the current situation of teaching art appreciation in
primary schools, it looked into the characteristics of the 7th grade education
curriculum and the significance of art appreciation teaching. Teachers' understanding
and actual teaching of art appreciation have been analyzed through surveys and
further investigated the current situation and problems in primary schools. As a
result, it is viewed that teaching how to appreciate art has been neglected for its
importance in actual classroom situations where art appreciation is valued higher than
ever. Teaching art appreciation to lower grade primary school students is limited to
the works of their classmates.

Third, it studied the significance of teaching art appreciation integrated with
expression. Teaching art appreciation integrated with expression is a suggestion of a

direction to solve the problems of current art appreciation teaching. It is meaningful
— 74 —
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as an alternative for the solution of problems of teaching art appreciation in actual
classroom situations.

Fourth, it practiced art appreciation classes with specific guidance integrated with
expression.

The subjects of this study were 35 first and second grade primary school students.
They showed higher interest and satisfaction in producing art works when they
participated in actual production processes than when they were only provided with
works of art and explanation. They had better understanding of the works and
thought more creatively through recreating works by themselves.

As above, art appreciation integrated with expression enables students to give a
closer look at art works and expression in their own ways so that they can

understand the information in the works with a more creative and critical viewpoint.
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