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[] Abstract

A Comparative Study on the Teacher Education
Systems of South and North Korea for Preparation of

Unification

Lee, Ae-Si

Major in National Ethics Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ko, Seong—Joon

The purpose of this study is to make suggestions for a unification-oriented
teacher education system based on the comparative analyses of the teacher education
systems of South and North Korea. To do this, educational policies and institutional
systems between South and North Korea are reviewed and contrasted, in which
teacher roles, status of teacher, pre-service and in-service teacher education are
provided for the analytical framework to the comparison in Chapter II. According to
such a framework, both teacher education systems of South and North Korea are
investigated in Chapter III and Chapter IV, respectively. In Chapter V, a new
direction 1s suggested for a unification-oriented teacher education on the basis of the

comparative study between the two systems.

* This study is submitted to the inspection & approval committee of graduate school of Cheju
National University for a master’s degree in pedagogy in August, 2006.
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Teacher education systems differ in many ways between the two Koreas in that
the two have been under different ideologies and political systems for over half a
century, Yet, they also have some similarities from a broad perspective, such as the
basic system for primary and secondary teacher education, institutional years and
management of primary and secondary curriculum. Referring to those differences and
similarities, we present a new direction for the unification-oriented teacher education.
First, the purpose of teacher education and the roles of teachers should be
reconceptualized. Second, to control the quality of teacher education, teacher
evaluation system should be introduced. Third, include an agreement on curriculum
for teacher education between the two Koreas. Fourth, academic exchanges and
cooperations will be expanded looking forward to a unification in education systems.

Finally, proposals on unifying educational institutions and systems should be offered.
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