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<Abstract>

Higuchi Ichiyo’'s View of Womanhood and Manhood
- focused on the main characters in TTakekurabe

Ji-Hyoun Jwa

Department of Japanese Language and Literature
Graduate School of Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Sung—-Bong Kim

Higuchi Ichiyo is said to bé a 'woman speaking out who was once
described as a tragic writer. Critics believe that Takekurabe; secured her
reputation and deserved one of the best literatures in Meiji restoration.
Indeed, it became famous throughout not only Japan, but also the world.

F'Takekurabe; was mainly focused on children who played a critical role in
representing a writer’'s view of life. In the novel, psychological descriptions of
children characters were a powerful tool which made readers immersed in
idea of the writer. Ichiro believed that the children and women in her work
were a mirror of her fight against the Japanese society where women were
not accepted. By emphasizing sorrowful and unfair features of Meiji children
and women, she wanted to expose the social situation of the
under-represented Meiji class and her struggle for women’s dignity to the
world citizens.

In the thesis, I have examined how Ichiyo viewed Women in Meiji
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restoration where they were often ignored and excluded socioeconomically.
The novel figures were feebly and desperate, however, they had an ability to
transform their miserable fate to meaningful suffering. In particular, I was
aware of the way she linked herself to the novel characters. She tried to
identify herself with the novel figures, and her tie with the novel characters
made her work more appealing to the readers.

She did not describe the male character, "Shinyo” in her work as a figure
who was simply powerful and repressive. She did an excellent job at creating
the male leading character as a spiritual bridge for her ideal and reality to be
connected through it. Unlike other women writers in Meiji restoration, she
knew what the distress of Meiji women is, and where it was from. The poor
writer had much sympathy and hope for the repressed and is olaed Meiji
women, because she was already struggling to escape a poverty and an

unfairness in her real life of Meiji.
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