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The Abstract

The Pacific War began in December 10, 1941 and ended in August &,
1945. A sudden attack on Pearl Harbor by Japanese army triggered this
war. The war between Japan and the Allied Powers lasted for 3 years and
9 months. The just cause of Japan in this war was construction of the
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere standing against the imperialism
of the West. At the end of the Pacific War, Japan faced the crisis of a
defeat. They were divided into two parts. The part of advocating war
asserted an Armageddon till the last. On the other hand, the moderates
asserted the negotiation for the end of the war. At last, set in April of
1945, the Cabinet of Suzuki Kantaro faced the situation had to lead the
end of the war regulating the opinions of two parts. The Decisive
Operation No. 7 which was ready in Jeju island at the end of the Pacific
War means the clash between the West and the newly rising imperialism
of Japan in such background.

This thesis looks around the fortress of Japanese army which was
construct in several places in Jeju island for the Decisive Operation No. 7
in the end of the Pacific War. Also, it examines that the Japanese army
corresponds to one third of the Jeju population prepare what and how to
do, and its influence on Jeju society.

In those days of the Pacific War, Jeju island was an important point for
USA army to approach to Japan proper. At that time, the commodity
supply from Southeast Asia and the South Pacific to Japan was cut. Jeju
1sland was the key position in order to procure the Straits of Korea which
was an only supply route for Japan. Therefore, Japan constructed the
operations for mainland in 7 lines. Jeju island was set only position except
the Japan proper.

The Decisive Operation No. 7 was formed at the midnight of April 15,
1945. Its charge was the 58th Japan Army. In the early days of the
preparation for the operation, the main-force units were the 96th division,
the 111th division and the 108th independent mixture brigade. At the same



time, the construction of a defensive position, a special attack position and
an airfield was progressed tensely at many Oreums about 100 in Jeju
island.

In the early days of the preparation for the operation, the 111th division
formed main position in the western area in Jeju. In Jeju City and
Seogwipo City, the 96th division and the 108th independent mixture brigade
constructed a preparatory attack position in the southern and northern area.
Also, the 96th division and the 108th independent mixture brigade had
jurisdiction the east area in Jeju as a mobile attack position.

In mid-June, 1945, when the Decisive Operation No. 7 was progressed to
a degree, there came to a crisis of fall in Okinawa. The 121th division was
built up the military strength. At the same time, there was some change
in the assignment. A crack contingent of the 121th division and the 111th
division took the line of defense in the west area of Jeju island dividing
into north and south part. Jeju city and Seogwipo city as a central part of
Jeju took charge of the 96th division. The 108th independent mixture
brigade undertook the east area.

From the fall of Okinawa-June 25th, 1945 to the end of the war-August
15th, 1945, Japan kept the former line of defense. However, they prepared
the most decisive battle building up troops in the west-southern area. The
number of Japanese army for the accomplishing of the Decisive Operation
No. 7 in Jeju was close to 75,000. The number corresponded to the 32.6%
of Jeju population. At that time, the Jeju population was about 23 hundred
thousands.

In addition to, Japanese army constructed 105 fortresses in all parts of
Jeju. There were 56 main resistance positions, 17 advance bases, 21
camouflage positions, and 11 retrench positions, and so on.

In that process, there was an extensive labor mobilization of Jeju People.
Mainly, they mobilized to the building of an airfield and its extension
work, construction of a defense positions, and an establishment of roads.
Also, they delivered much food and many goods such as a barley, a sweet

potato and a cow.



In the crash between the West and newly Japanese imperialism, Japan
came to a crisis of a defeat. The Decisive Operation No. 7, progressed
from the early 1945 to the end of the war-August 15th, 1945, was the
strategy to obtain advantageous terms of Japan at the end of the war. At
the battle of Okinawa, Japanese army was completely destroyed and the
more civilian victimized. Likewise, the Decisive Operation No. 7 was a
preparation to a decisive battle presupposed a large-scale victim of
Japanese army in Jeju but also Jeju People for the safety of Japan and

their advantageous negotiation at the end of the war.
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