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<Summary>

A Study on the Novels by Choi, Hyun-shik

Kim, Kyung-sun
Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education, Che-ju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim, Young-hwa

The purpose of this research is to study how a novelist, Choi, Hyun-shik’s
literature has been trandformed and to exmanine the characteristics of his
literature, bearing his lifetime in mind.

Choi, Hyun-shik was grown up during the age of Japanese colonialism, he had
been accustomed to the Japanese culture without any national consciousness. In
addition, at the time he began to recognize the meaning of a nation after Korea’'s
liberation, the Korean War broke out on June 25, 1950 and he lost his hometown.
After he settled down in Cheju Island, he suffered from a mandatory discharge.
This distorted life of his became one of the main factors which characterized his
literature.

Choi, Hyun-shik’s changes in literature on the basis of his career are as
follows.

His works published from 1956, when he made his debut in letters with a novel,
“"Noru (Roe deer)” to 1961, when he settled down in Cheju Island put emphasis on
lyrical description and purism and after he left the army, he began to make the
most of private novels as his standard literary frame. Choi, Hyun-shik’'s novels
have been studded with the nostalgia for his hometown since he settled down in
Cheju Island. Besides, during this period, his lyrical style had been got into shape
and it became more closer to mental-life novels than to private novels, which he
had applied regularly since he left the army. And after that, he got a mandatory
discharge and neverthless, he got the better of the shock of unemployment and
tried to keep the appearance of tolerance.

Choi, Hyun-shik has been living there almost for 40 years. That is why he

¥ This thesis is submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of
Education, Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements

for the degree of Master of Education in August, 1998.
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has both the aborigines’ and outsiders’ viewpoint on Cheju Island. He has a new
Cheju Islanders’ viewpoint assimilated with the nature and customs of Cheju
Island by observing the nature of Cheju Island and describing her with the lyrical
styles on the basis of his own knowledge on the history ‘and nature of Cheju
Island. In his works, he has been making the most of the Cheju dialects
comparatively positively, but his usability to command them freely has its certain
limits. This is thought to be attributed to the peculiarities of private novels,
describing himself realistically and his inclination as a semi-Cheju Islander.
Furthermore, he had had a very negative viewpoint as a new Cheju Islander on
the development of Cheju Island and after understandidng the Riot of April 3, he
began to solve his negative viewpoint on the characters of Cheju Islanders. This
is a proof that he was in the middle of becoming a new Cheju Islander.

His novels are close to private ones, in that they are mainly dealing with his
own business and personal experiences. But, they can be said to be closer to
mental-life novels, laying emphasis to the event-oriented psychological descrip-
tion. They are characterized as the formation of his unique novels, utilizing the
merits of private novels, not writing for the sake of private novels.

Another characteristic of Choi, Hyun-shik's novels is lyricism. Romantic
sensibility, reconciliation, mercy and optimism shown in his styles and novels
surrounded by poetic atmosphere can be a good proof of lyriciam which is filled
with his novels.
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