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[Abstract]

A Study on The Early Poems of Choi Seung—ho

- Centered on The Recognition And Image of 'the confined'

Lee Yun-kyung
(Supervised by Professor Kim Byung-taek)

Centered on "The world is a prison", this study discusses the meaning
of 'the confined' found in the learly poems of Choi Seung-Ho. 'The
confined' is revealed in space, the poetic-self in that space and the
image of 'the confined' through that of an animal and a hole. The main
point of the study boils down to the followings.

The space is divided into three spaces. The first is disclosed one, that
is, a wall and a prison. The second is lifeless one - a barrel and an
elevator. The last is blocked one; a bird cage and an aquarium. He
regards the world as a wall, not a door, which may be called his tragic
world outlook — an vision on world based on prison image. Revealed in
the space of 'wall', his desperate recognition of the world enables us to
make a serious insight into what realities we are living in.

Choi Seung-ho, also, searches a barrel and an elevator for 'the locked'
to criticize both standardization and uniformity. Describing an elevator, he
converts the image of ascending into that of descending and falling.
Fundamentally, his consistent criticism and analysis of the image of a
secularized and standardized city can be seen to have derived from
yearning for communal solidarity, organic harmony and complete space
alive with wvitality. This 1s true with canned goods. Under no

circumstances do they easily perish. Canned goods, the symbol of rotten
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vitality, also prevent vitality from moving in a healthy circle.

'A birdcage' and 'aquarium' as blocked space put a criticism on
stereotyped life. For though vitality in its nature pursues change, people
lead their routine lives which are dead and against such vitality. Trying
to deviate from the conventional way of life, the poet suggests the way
leading to 'the unlocked' out of 'the locked'. In case it is almost
impossible to deviate from the hackneyed life, he is to even expand the
space of 'prison'. As a result, there is another possibility of 'the
unlocked.

In the face of 'the -closed', the poetic-self takes a form of
communication denial or self-defense. Communication refusal can be seen
as a decisive act to preserve the realm of one's own. Not only does it
mean voluntary 'the closed' but does active self-defense. Modern society
makes a pretext of development and speed to oppress the individual-self.
Oppression of oneself makes it impossible to live a humane life.
Consequently, communication denial in the poems is thought of as
self-defense by keeping away from this secular and stereotyped society.
Put into another way, the poetic-self's communication rejection, which has
no choice but to stem from existential circumstances, i1s a sort of
defensive mechanism and positive self-expression.

The act of self-defense is interpreted as the minimal self-guard. The
poetic—self vainly tries to defend oneself, continuously suffering from
anxiety. This corresponds with the way in which modern people are
afflicted with neurosis. The self makes a continuous incomplete defense
of itself so that it can't be absorbed in this social system. Stopping even
incomplete self-defense leads to abandoning the self. In this context, we
should not think of the communication denial and self-defense as negative

'the closed' so much as positive and active self-guard.
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