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ABSTRACT

Research on hometown study as part of the
geographical segment of social studies, in

elementary and middle schools

Koh Dae-Kwon

Department of Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Educational Cheju National
University Cheju Korea

Supevised by Professor Song Sung-Dae

This research is concerned with the necessity and the importance of
hometown study, taught as part of geography in social science at elemen-
tary & middle schools, It was conducted from the viewpoints of local so-
ciety, of essential quality of geography education, of making the community
an operating curriculum, and of critics analyzing research precedents .

The concrete purposes for this research are as follows:

First, with proper hometown study, students are able to build up their
power of observation and awareness of geography, They would also take
interest in geography.

Second, by broadening the social use of a hometown study, it is possible
to build a new interest in and recognition of hometown study in the class-

room
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Third, it aims to extract problems from an analysis of the present state
of hometown study on a part of geography as a social subject in elemen-
tary and middle schools on Cheju-do

As part of this research, research into various records and questionnaires
were carried out at the same time., Research precedents about hometown
study and about the method of learing guidance were examined in the
research into records, OQuestionnaires were addressed to 100 social science
teachers, working in 25 elementary and middle schools and to 200 students,
attending 12 elementary and middle schools, These were performed to know
the present state of hometown study as a part of geography in social sci-
ence in elementary and middle schools on Cheju-do, The content of
questions in questionnaires for teacher and for student placed emphasis on
whether hometown study is carried out centering around student's activities
or not,

The concrete problems evident from the analysis of present hometown
study and the methods for solving them are summarized as follows:

First, teachers answered in the affirmative by more than 90% to a ques-
tion as to the degree of interest in hometown study, They know well
enough its necessity and importance, but they aren't at a satisfactory level
to implement it,

When hometown study forms the foundation of the entire geography cur-
riculum, students will contribute to the development of local society after
their understanding a community well.

So, teachers should also make a new concept for hometown study.

Second, as a method of teaching hometown study, most teachers used to

use a traditional teacher-centered lecture method, instead of using the field
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survey as a method of geographic investigation or that of audio-vidual
media. Especially, it was learned that lecture and the catechetical method
are used in middle school, From these, it should be necessary to reconsider
whether the method of study is appropriate to the degree of students’
growth ,

Third, from the results of the survey using questionnaires, most teachers
responded very negatively in preparation of materials for hometown study
and in their practical use, These phenomena acted against increasing in-
terest in hometown study, There are comparatively a lot of materials useful
for hometown study in a local community, Only the interest and efforts of
teachers in making use of them, howerer, would determine to give students
an opportunity for fascinating, varied study activity,

Fourth, with the results of a survey using questionnaires, a very
affirmative answer was given regarding management of a social and local
materials practice room, Of course, it is difficult to say whether a special
materials practive room will be managed, judging from the viewpoint of
practical conditions in a field school, Afterward, with a wide establishment
of an educationally self-governing system, the necessity of a practice room
will be recognized widely and its importance will be emphasized, since
education consisting of properties of a community and a school will be

carried out simultaneously.
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