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ABSTRACT

School Children’s Awareness of Religion

The purpose of this study was to examine how Protestant elementary
schoolers looked at religion. '

There are numerous and diverse religions in Korean society. Every
religion gives people hope. promises their salvation and insists on its
eternity and absoluteness. being strongly exclusive against other
religions or denominations. It's not easy to acknowledge other religions
while seeing its own dogma and belief as the only absolute things.

Among Korean religions, Protestantism is most active and strongly
exclusive. Many Protestants are exclusive and consider their religion
superior. and believe only those who believe in God could be saved.
which is called elitism. Such a religious exclusiveness is one of the
primary factors to negatively affect social relations in multidimensional
society. That triggers conflicts between Protestants and Buddhists, which
is likely to have a far-reaching unfavorable impact on overall Korean
society. Generally. interreligion conflicts take place more often when
other social conflicts exist together.

Lots of Protestant elementary schoolers says, with confidence, that
anybody who doesnt believe in Jesus are devil or go to hell. and it
seems that such an exclusive idea of children might cause a grave social
problem when they become adults. As education exercises a direct
influence on children's consciousness, it's needed to pay attention to how
their religious awareness begin developing.

Given the importance of childhood education, it's first attempted in
this study to investigate church education before looking into school
ch_ildren's religious consciousness, since it's easier to approach church
education than to regular school or social education.

Conducting a survey was one of the good ways to find out how
elementary school youngsters perceived religion, but in-depth interview
was utilized instead. The subjects in this study were some selected
Sunday school pastors. teachers and children. as it's hard to have an



in-depth interview with many people.

The findings of this study were as follows:

The children's religious consciousness was most affected by stereotyped
church education and people. The twelve disciples-based grouping.
classroom ambience, weekly bulletin, welcome ceremony for newcomers
and acceptance of newcomers as regular Sunday school members were all
standardized. affecting their religious idea. and pastors in charge of
education and Sunday school teachers also impacted on that. Pastors
were separately responsible for each department., providing systematic
religious education through sermon.

School children are apt to imitate their teachers. and the existing
educational settings drove them to view their religion as the only thing
without trying to understand other religions.

The church investigated in this study was one of the typical examples
to teach children the absoluteness of the Christianity. The better-
educated teachers accepted religious pluralism. and those who were less
educated or younger insisted on its absoluteness. Although the former
group implicitly acknowledged other religions, they were reluctant to
express it explicitly. and those who attended church more often and had
a firm belief in Christian dogma had a stronger tendency to see the
Christianity as the only religion.

Christian adults are as same as the elementary schoolers. If school
children continue to be educated that way, religious exclusiveness and
mutual disapproval are expected to be compounded in our society, and
reinforced religious education will lead to stronger exclusiveness, and our
society will be thrown into severe conflicts.

In the era of uncertainty, religion is relief for people and their
salvation. Different religions will be generated to address people’s needs.
and more children have a religion than ever before. To minimize social
conflicts and attain unity. people should be educated to approve other
religions from childhood. This type of religious education cannot be
fulfilled only by church or family. and that should be handled as part of
regular school education. School should teach children that every religion
is worth., and then they will learn to better understand others. be
considerate and be open to other religions.
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