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ABSTRACT

Development and Application of Program on Water

Environment for Elementary School Students

Lee, Min—Kyoung

Major in Elementary Science Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Hong, Seung—Ho

Water 1s the driving force of evolution and essential life spring
indispensible to all the organisms including human beings. As the above
expression indicates, we have lived being closely connected with water.
However, as our country has been classified into a nation with insufficient
water, its recognition is raised, which has been thought as a common thing.

Accordingly, this study developed the program so that elementary school
students can recognize water environment well and have the attitudes to
save it by making them perceive the significance of water and elevate the
awareness of lack in it in the nearest future. In order to examine the effects
of the developed program, we investigated changes in attitudes and
recognition of water before and after learning by applying the water

environment program to 6 graders of ] Elementary School in Seogwipo-si,

_35_



Jeju—do.

It was found that the trial class to which the scientific inquiry activity
was applied with the developed program was enhanced significantly in
cognitive and affective areas in relation to water settings compared to the
comparison class to which theoretical classes were conducted. Moreover, also
in the scientific inquiry area and qualitative area after the scientific inquiry
applied to the trial class only, the students’ interest and curiosity on water
was elevated, and had the attitudes to save and use it cleanly more than the
scientific inquiry.

Thus, we have realized that it 1S necessary to keep developing programs
regarding learning materials of other environmental education in light of the
fact that in relation to water, their recognition and attitudes are affected by
the environment-related learning material of this research, and especially, it
is thought that it is essential to conceive plans to raise students’ interest
and curiosity by first approaching from materials which are local and closely

connected with actual life.

* Key words: Water environment program, elementary school student,

scientific inquiry, actual life
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