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< Abstract >

Research on the Teaching of Cello: FElementary School's
Extra-Curriculum for Students' Aptitude

- With focus on Suzuki Cello Manual Vol. 1 -

Han, Hye-Jung

Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Academic Adviser Chang, Hong-yong

We live in an ever-changing society. Significant changes are taking place
in politics, economy, social issues, as well as culture. In light of this, the
changes that we are now witnessing in the cultural arena have become
evermore important. Likewise, people’ s interest in music is no exception.

Music education fosters the student’ s potential and creativity for music.
As well, it promotes the student’ s ability to express emotion and ideas, as

well as, enhancing the quality of life and taking on a holistic approach to

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in August, 2005.
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education.  Thus, we ought to know how to enjoy music by way of
comprehending the historical, social and cultural intricacies of our society.

However, with the education leaning towards rote learning, proper education
for music is being overshadowed. Fortunately, it is deemed possible to
achieve the desired end of having to implement an education system that
utilizes instrumental music, that it may foster education for children’ s
special ability or talent and aptitude at elementary schools.

This research aims to bring about pedagogy based on Suzuki Cello
Manual, the most widely used manual for cello instruction, and its 1Ist
volume, in order to draw out a special methodology of teaching that focuses
on fostering students’ TSpecial ability or talent and aptitude.

Consequently, this research intends to shed some light on maximizing the
efficiency of students’ ~special talent and aptitude with regards to cello
learning, while reviewing the past, present and future of elementary school
curriculum on developing the students’ “Special talent and aptitude.

First, in order to achieve the goal of this research, some basic notions and
necessity on the education of developing students’ Special talent and aptitude
have been scrutinized-as well as the reviewing of in which direction the
former and the latter should head. In addition, with regards to the
extra-curriculum on special talent or ability, the importance of instrumental
music class and cello learning has been carefully reviewed. Furthermore, the
life, teaching philosophy and pedagogy of Shinichi Suzuki, the author of *
Suzuki Cello Manual” , have been examined. He states that children are
themselves a separate entity deserving respect, and that the possibility of

growth for human is infinite depending on the process of how one acquires
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education and the environment thereof. The process by which a person
acquires one’ s native tongue is applied towards instruction of musical
instruments, and such is how education on developing a student’ s special
talent or skill is carried out.

There are five rules to successfully achieving this.

First, one ought to start the education as early as possible.

Second, one ought to practise over and over.

Third, those supervising such a child or student ought to set up an
environment conducive to the acquisition of whatever is intended.

Fourth, a proper education methodology ought to be used.

Fifth, one ought to learn from a distinguished or talented instructor/teacher.

Also, Suzuki’ s theories on methodology includes the theory of need;
listening practices to foster one’ s affinity with music; memorization or rote
learning pedagogy, as well as the instruction on reading music; group lesson,
and tonalization. The extra-curriculum on students’ ~Special skill/talent and
aptitude may have its limit within the boundary of school environment.
Suzuki methodology affords the students some chance to practise in groups.

For reason of practicality, Suzuki Cello Manual’ s volume one has been
analyzed, and its pedagogy examined.

First, the use of Suzuki Cello Manual ought to be maximized.

Second, one ought to recommend group lessons.

Third, one ought to afford the chance for the students to engage in
ensemble performances.

Fourth, one ought to provide the chance for the students to do or actively
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participate in concerts.

With this, it is sincerely hoped that research on developing and fostering
students’ ~“special skill or aptitude using cello be made persistent.
Ultimately, all elementary school students deserve, and should be given, the
chance to get their hands on many other musical instruments, not just cello,
that they may experience many different kinds of music and the sounds
thereof. This ought to be done in earnest that the students may develop
creative and sound mind and thinking which will enable them to be
articulative.  Any future research shall not deviate from what is hitherto

mentioned.
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