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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Traditional Art Education for Elementary School Students

-Based on Teaching Paintings in Indian Ink-

Hwang-Hee Choi

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate school of Education, Cheju National University , Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Dong-eon Kang

The rapid development of telecommunications in the 21st century has made it
necessary for elementary school students to establish their own identity and
understand their own tradition and culture. For this purpose, the art education should
help them understand cultural diversity without prejudice and be proud of their own
culture and tradition.

It i1s a regret to say that the art education of culture and tradition has been swept
irresistibly by the current of times. Currently, we Koreans are faced with many
historical challenges including Koguryo history distortion and the territorial disputes
about Dokdo Island, issued by the neighborhood countries. Especially, Namdaemun
Gate, Korean National Treasure No. 1 was burnt down in the early February, 2008.
Nevertheless, the current situation of education has given more importance to
successful entrance examination than to the education of identity, emotion and value
of culture and tradition. Despite this, the current reality of art education has not
satisfied the needs of traditional and cultural education. It is caused by the disorders
of sovereignty and independence regarding the art education.

This study tries to find a desirable method to cultivate elementary school students’
to understand Korean traditional aesthetics, the beauties of emptiness and separation
and express their own feelings, based on teaching paintings in Indian ink. It also
tries to help them understand the past and present, and contribute to creating and
improving new culture through the traditional art education, giving importance to the
necessity of teaching paintings in Indian ink. To find a desirable teaching method,
the preceding theses, academic journals, and literature concerning paintings in Indian

ink were analyzed and speculated. The lesson units regarding paintings in Indian ink
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in the 3rd and 6th grade art textbooks of the 7th curriculum were also analyzed.

Secondly, to analyze the reality of teaching paintings in Indian ink, the questionnaires
were applied to the elementary school teachers and the students in Jeju city. Lastly,
to promote students’ understanding of paintings in Indian ink, the lesson plan of art
and calligraphy was applied to the students who participated in the after— school
program, especially based on paintings by literary artists.

The results from this study are as follows;

Firstly, it is suggested that teachers should make lesson plans of traditional art as
well as Western art, with more interest and understanding. It is also desirable that
more related teaching materials should be developed and distributed.

Secondly, a new curriculum is required for stimulating students’ interest and
creativity. The style of teaching paintings in Indian ink should be based on practice,
rather than on prentice. For this reason, students should be taught through painting
in Indian ink along with craft and calligraphy.

Thirdly, most schools are well equipped with art classrooms, which are inappropriate
for painting in Indian ink. So it is suggested that the ministry of education should
take more interest and give more financial assistance.

Fourthly, the system of long-term and expert educational programs should be given
to teachers. In addition, the teaching materials for painting in Indian ink should be
shared with each other through teachers’ associations.

Fifthly, continual classes should be given to students through extra school programs
including educational visits to museums on Saturdays, and prominent figures’ lectures
to improve students’ special talent.

Sixthly, students have tendency to be less familiar with paintings in Indian ink,
compared to western paintings. So it is suggested that students should have more
opportunities for mediation by exposing them to paintings in Indian ink.

It is observed that the participants in the after-school program which consisted of
40 classes has improved their postures and attitudes to paintings in Indian ink. They
are more familiar with using tools. In addition, they show more interest in our
tradition and culture.

In summary, traditional art education can have an effect on students’ aesthetic
experience. Through this, students can acquire more desirable attitude toward Korean

culture.

% A thesis submitted to the Committeeof the Graduste School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in

2008. 8
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