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10) 4 §£48(1997), M AN, p.117.
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14) Peter, H. Matorella(1985), "Elementary Social Studies: Developing, Reflective,
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18) E - FEAT(1999), Tt @B HU, , L, p. 321
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< Abstract>

A Study on Content Analysis of Civic Education in
Elementary School Social Studies
~With the Special Reference to Current Textbooks
of the 5th and the 6th Grade-

Jang Seung-Sim

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim, Hang-Won

The purpose of this study consists in not only collecting basic
materials for improving elementary school’s civic education but also
grasping future course of civic education which would be desired in
Korean elementary schools by analyzing the current 6th educational
process’ textbooks of elementary school social studies which might be
mostly related to civic education according to content spheres.

With the method of content analysis, the content of civic education in

the textbooks is classified into such spheres as fundamental knowledge,

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of
Education, Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2000.
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value and attitude, and function on the basis of Chun Sook-Ja's model of
content analysis of civic education. The sphere of fundamental knowledge
is classified into 4 sub-spheres, that of value and attitude into 3
sub-spheres and that of function is classified into 2 sub-spheres. With
the method of content analysis, citizens’ democratic qualities of the
textbooks are classified into 4 spheres such as knowledge, values, ability
and participation under the model of Korean Educational Development
Institute by modifying the model’s content of collective participation in
the sphere of participation and applying the modified content to analyzing
the textbooks.

The results shown in this study are as follows.

In the content of civic education in the textbooks, the sphere of
fundamental knowledge forms 71.6 percent, that of value and attitude 15
percent and that of function holds 134 percent. The content of
fundamental knowledge hasn’t been equally dealt with, considering that
‘Korean politics and culture’ appears 27 times and ‘understanding of
international politics’ appears 26 times in the textbooks while ‘the
fundamental quality and ideal of democratic politics’ appears only 2 times
and ‘the democratic way of living’ appears only 3 times. The distribution
of content according to the school grade hasn’t been well made. ‘Korean
politics and culture’ and ‘understanding of international politics’ heavily
appear only in the textbook of the 6th grade. “The fundamental quality of
economic system in a democratic society’ and ‘the ethics of living in
economic system’ heavily appear only in the textbook of the 5th grade
while ‘the role and responsibility of civic life’ seldom appeared in the
social studies textbooks of the 5th and 6th grade. In the sphere of value

and attitude, ‘respect of human rights’, ‘participation’, ‘law abiding and
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orderly life’, ‘patriotism’, ‘a progressive spirit and open-mindedness’
‘diversity’, and ‘recognition of society and judgment’ appear 3 or 4 times
while ‘responsibility’, ‘justice’, ‘innovation’, ‘thrift’, ‘free competition’,
‘cooperation’, ‘self-reliance’, ‘respect of privacy, ‘generosity’, ‘welfare’,
‘public goodness’, ‘service’, etc., don’t appear in the textbooks at all

In the content of citizens’ democratic qualities in the textbooks, the
sphere of knowledge forms 60.6 percent, that of view of value 15.1
percent, that of abhility 21.3 percent, and that of participation holds about
3 percent.

The suggestions in this study are as follows.

First, the general content and knowledge, etc.,, are needed to be
presented at both the teacher’'s manual and the textbooks rather in the
form of description than in the form of presentation of activities or form
of story so that the students can learn a certain level of content of civic
education.

Secondly, in the formation of content of civic education, the content of
all spheres is needed to appear equally.

Thirdly, the content of the textbooks is certainly needed to be
included which helps the students internalize citizenship by strengthening
reasonable thinking power and ability of decision making.

Fourthly, in the sphere of participation, the formation of textbook
contents is needed which helps the students become proficient in due

process and course,
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