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ABSTRACT"

A Study on the Actual Conditions and Improvement
Plans of After-school Art Specialty - Aptitude

Classes in Elementary Schools

Sang-soo Lee

Major in Elementary Art Education,

Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Academic advisor : Jae-hwan Oh

This study aims at recognizing the importance of after-school art specialt
y - aptitude education, grasping and analyzing the present situation of the
educational activities in the art specialty : aptitude classes performed in the
elementary schools within the jurisdiction of Jeju City Office of Education,
Jeju Special Self-governing Province, detecting their problems, and finding
the proper guiding direction and presenting methods to improve them. In
order to achieve these goals, a questionnaire survey was conducted on 61
elementary schools within the jurisdiction of Jeju City Office of Education,
and the present educational situation was analyzed through the answers of
41 teachers taking charge of after—school classes and 37 guidance teachers
teaching in art specialty - aptitude classes on their educational activities.
Based on them, the following conclusions have been drawn.

First of all, in terms of whether art specialty - aptitude education was being
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offered or not, there were big differences between the elementary schools in
Dong areas and those in Eup - Myeon areas. This resulted from the fact
that in Eup - Myeon areas the size of schools is rather small and there were
not many users (parents of students, students), and the fact that when
guidance teachers choose the objective school, they tended to regard the
class environment and working conditions as the most important elements.
Therefore, the subjects of education should be extended to the students
belonging to other schools, juvenile dropouts, and local residents iIn
cooperation with nearby schools, rather than limited to elementary school
students. Moreover, the guidance teachers working in a school of poor
working condition need to be supported with their payment in consideration
of the number of students, distance to transfer, and etc., or need to be
granted with some incentives. They will narrow the gap between the art
specialty - aptitude education in Dong areas and that in Eup - Myeon areas.
Second, the lack of teaching aids related to art education and facilities and
excessive number of participants prevented them from creating satisfactory
educational result. In order to enhance the effect of learning, the proper
learning environment needs to be set up first. The -classrooms for art
education equipped with sink, and etc., are necessary, and the government or
the local self-governing organizations need to give financial support to
securing art teaching tools and facilities. In addition, depending on the
program, a reasonable number of students should be distributed according to
the guidance teachers’ judgment, and in case there are more students,
assistant teachers are required to teach them in order to enhance the
educational effectiveness.

Third, there is the problem of giving better treatment to the guidance
teachers (lecturers). The payment for them 1is unsettled, and the
characteristics of their subjects and the principle of equity have been
ignored, and various kinds of training programs of good quality and quantity

that guidance teachers want to have are not being offered enough.
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Consequently, to help the guidance teachers concentrate on their teaching
with stability, more objective and equal organizational standard should be
applied to financial rewards, for which the government or local
self-government organizations must support some of their finance.

Fourth, it is difficult for the teachers to secure and use audio-visual media.
Audio—visual media are necessary to help students understand and have
interest in art in a more effective way. So, audio-visual media, which are in
shortage now, have to be ensured to be installed, and the guidance teachers
have to be authorized to use them and advised on how to use them, so that
they can use them more freely.

Fifth, schools, parents and students need to change their recognition of art
specialty - aptitude education and have more interest in it. In order to
accomplish it, the importance of art specialty - aptitude education should be
advertised more, classes be open to the students and parents to induce their
response and interest, more chances be given to exhibit art works, more art
contests and meetings to invite parents be held, a Q&A corner be
established on the school websites for specialty - aptitude education, and
other variety of efforts need to be made.

The art specialty - aptitude education in elementary schools aims at helping
the children discover their aptitude and special abilities at an early stage,
cultivate the eyes to read the world, and stimulate and grow individuality
and creativity. So as to attain these goals, mid- and long-term plans and
efforts need to be made, rather than expecting immediate effects or results.
Therefore, above all, related teachers, schools, students, parents and the
government all have to steadily work hard, do researches and make up for
the weak points to obtain educational success appropriate for the vision and
goals of after-school classes so that the after—school art specialty - aptitude

education could become more substantial and have a right direction.
Key words: after—school class, art specialty - aptitude education
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