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(ABSTRACT)

Study on Art Appreciation Education in
Elementary School

—Focusing on the third and fourth graders-—

Baek, Seung-ja

Department of Art Education at the Major
Graduate school of Education, Jeju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Min-seok Kang

Art works, which express the emotions, feelings, and thoughts deep inside
an artist through visual formative language, reflect the culture of their age
and play a role as a kind of mental media to connect the past, the present,
and the future with one another transcending time and space.

As a result, people receive joy and comfort, look for wvisualized truth, and
seek after ultimate happiness from the inner side of art works. With that in
mind, it may be seen as a great power of all the arts including painting to
enhance the spiritual values of human beings in that the goal of art education
lies basically in the formation of true personality and harmonious emotion life
rather than bringing up artists.

In other words, human beings can be equipped with intelligence and
aesthetic insight only when they can appreciate the essence of art in a

correct way and lead a more harmonious and enriched life as a culture
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consumer. Amid these changes, art education in elementary school should
induce their interests in and concerns with art and grow imaginativeness,
creativeness, and aesthetic sense from the viewpoint of a comprehensive
approach through which they can accept a variety of cultures rightly.

As shown in the seventh revision of art education curriculum reflecting the
changes of the times, art education in elementary school is aimed at growing
aesthetic sensibility to feel the beautiful of the world around them, developing
Imaginativeness and creativeness, and bringing up an aesthetic person with
an ability to creatively succeed to art culture and advance it along with
critical thinking.

Namely, art education in school is designed to help an individual grow from
the viewpoint of character education which can help the harmonious
development of reason and sensitivity by means of art, not to raise an art
expert. Nevertheless, the character of art subject is focused on raising a
well-rounded person so that art can help an individual grow into a desirable
person by making good use of the characters which only art can have.

Art education in school in the past was chiefly composed of teaching and
evaluating children at classes disproportionately focusing on expression
instead of developing an aesthetic ability. As a result, even when children
became an adult, they couldn’t precisely appreciate the value and quality of
art works as an art consumer. Therefore, it came to be realized that in order
to savor art works as a genuine man of culture and art, education on the
area of systematic appreciation as well as the function of expression is
desperately needed.

That is why the area of art appreciation, which began to be stressed from
the sixth education curriculum, was further extended as an activity for
aesthetic experience in the seventh education curriculum and even more
stepped up In its revision.

A class for art appreciation should not be about children presenting their
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simple feelings, but it is an act where they are taught how to feel, evaluate,
and appreciate aesthetic values coming from molding objects, nature and
environment, while including even a critical activity. Children get to have a
sense of sensitivity towards the familiarity and strangeness provided for them
by molding objects or nature and what works try to mean, while having a
critical and reflective attitude toward their own experience and understanding.
In particular, children during the third and fourth grade of elementary school
still stay at a stage of symbolic expression in terms of expression ability, but
they have a strict fact-directed viewpoint in terms of perception ability. And
as this is a period when they begin to have, to some extent, an eye for
criticism in an objective way as the character of a development stage,
education on art appreciation should be prepared in a way that they can
appreciate a large number of art works in a concentrated way with their own
perspective, while focusing on materials necessary for their class.

So, this study intends to be aimed at making art appreciation education
realized, which can satisfy the interests and needs of children at this period
with the theory and practice-harmonizing study for art appreciation. This
study tried to induce the positive participation of children in appreciation
education and then make them realize that the curriculum of art subject is a
living subject to build up a sense of intimacy towards the surrounding world
by expanding the domain of art education activities, not an independent

subject.

% A Thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University in

partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2010.
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