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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on Art Appreciation Education in Elementary School:

the realities and reform measures

Yun Seong-hui
Fine Arts Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju University

Supervised by Professor Park Seong-jin

As a prior phase of expression that aesthetic experience is visualized, fine arts
appreciation is that one is aware of the value of aesthetic consciousness of human
beings, moved by and have sympathy for that. Art appreciation contributes to
purifying human sentiments, building desirable sensitivity, establishing true
individuality and enlarging aesthetic sense.

The purpose of this study was to define the meaning and significance of fine arts
education and present some of the right directions for art education by examining
its realities and teachers’ opinion on that, as it seemed that art education is
disregarded in elementary art education that just focuses on expression.

The subjects in this study were 284 selected elementary school teachers in
Jeju—do. A survey was conducted to find out their view of art education and its

realities, and the brief findings of this study were as below:

#* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
February, 2002.
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First, appreciation was most difficult for them to teach in art education, and the
dominant opinion was that the current elementary art appreciation education wasn't
proper.

Secondly, many of them had had no experience to take education in appreciation,
criticism and art history.

There was a great tendency to consider themselves unable to compare, analyze or
assess works of art. Third, they seemed to make poor efforts for appreciation
education, and weren't given an opportunity to take necessary training.

And they found much difficulties in providing quality instruction, because there
were less materials for that education, compared to other subjects.

Based on the above-mentioned findings, there are some suggestions about how
better appreciation education could be offered:

First, the key requirement is teacher’s change of mind-set, and organized, rational
teacher training should be provided to enhance teacher qualities.

Second, more successful, creative appreciation teaching method is required to
prepare for the 21st century’s culture. Finally, there should be solid infrastructure
for better school art education and art culture.

To make appreciation education function perfectly in a future-directed, all-round
manner, the kind of social climate that can boost art culture in quantity and quality
should be created, and more appreciation opportunities should be offered by holding
all sorts of events and developing programs using mass media.

Teachers should be given more chances to take required training to broaden their
aesthetic outlook. Besides, appreciation education should be based on our culture and
our sentiment, avoiding excessive reliance on Western art.

It shall be noted that aesthetic experience, expression and appreciation are equal,
having mutually supplementary relations to one another, and there should be

balanced integration between appreciation course and other areas. If appreciation

,55,



education is properly conducted to help students enjoy art and see every
environment around us as a work of art worth appreciating, they will grow up to

be well-balanced emotionally, have increasing interest in art, and look for beauty in

daily living. And then education for the whole man, the goal of art education, will

be realized.
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