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Abstract

Research on the development for elementary
design education program

Un-Jin Ko

Department of Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education Cheju National University, Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Bang-hee Kim

You can say that today’s design is one nation’s competitiveness and culture.
Because of the development of science and telecommunication technology, geological
and cultural difference between nations becomes meaningless and technological
competitiveness is not making a big difference. In this age of keen competition,
design education as general education as well as the present education for producing
professional designers is especially significant. Design education as general education
should start from elementary years when children have a lot of potential and
curiosity. Design education after elementary school can become one’s experience
collection, so creative and structural design education from basic course at elementary

school can increase the effect of education.

"Desin” originates form designare — to plan for the future and perform the plan -
and it means the education should focus on process rather than product. So this
paper provides a plan and approaches to a conclusion based on the concept that
design is the creative thought for problem solving. So design education at elementary
school is to develop education program that enables students to plan and perform a
liberal and creative formative activity for themselves.

In art education, especially at elementary school, what matters is the exploring
process — finding a problems and coming up with a new idea and finding out the

solution— rather than producing a work. But the current education 1is still
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concentrating on construction even though design education is more improved in the
7th education curriculum. It means design education without exploring activity and
discussion for problem solving and cooperation. So this paper reconstructs and
organizes bsteps for problem solving - preparing, idea, conception and planning,
producing and appreciation considering the level of design lesson at elementary
school.

This is the real class model of design education.

First, design education at elementary school should be reconstructed in order to be
adapted to the elementary curriculum.

Second, design teaching should be for students to learn design basis which helps for
them to solve problems rationally.

Third, there needs a teacher’s role as a teaching promoter in class model through
reconstructing design class.

Fourth, the class should focus on the process rather than producing particular works
at current education.

Fifth, gift is also important in making works but developing creative thought by
learning is much more important.

Design lesson at elementary school is not for acquiring knowledge or developing
technique but for playing and expressing one’s imagination. Therefore, there should
be consistent development of education program which encourages children

themselves to have exploring and developing attitude.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in 2009. 8.
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