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< Abstract>

A Study on Drama Teaching in Korean Language Textbook
of Primary School

Kim, Jong-Beom
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Moon, Sung-5ook

On the assumption that 'Drama in the Korean language textbook of
primary school should teach through presentation of a play’, this study has
two purposes. One is to suggest the improvement way about the problems of
drama education of primary school. The other is to develop the drama teaching
skills with various games that children can learn with interest. To obtain these
purposes, I analyzed a teacher’'s guide and a drama part of Korean language
textbook, I carried a questionnaire on the drama education in the subject of
teachers and children. Also I have applied my own drama teaching techniques
to my students for one year. The results of a study are as follows.

In the 6th curriculum, the subject matters related with drama in the literary
field by grade were suggested in fragments. By repeating the teaching matters
by grade as a result of emphasizing the principle of repetitive learning, it was
not clear that teachers should teach a certain content with emphasis to a
certain grade. The objectiveness of drama lesson were lack of systematic
organization and it did not show the characteristics of drama. Especially

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2000.



unflexible time allotment, not considering the characteristic of lesson, made the
presentation activity of a play in the drama learning difficult.

In this viewpoint, | examined and classified works in "Reading, textbook
of 3th to 6th grade by genre. The literary warks in the textbook were total
136 including works of quantity of 1 page suggested at the step of principle
learning. By genre, there were 57 poems(41.99%), 56 fairy tales(41.17%) and 18
dramas(13.23%). Among 18 dramas, l9 dramas as a completed work were
possible to be presented a play. Dramas in textbook were fairy tale based on
fantasy or adapted drama. A creative drama for presentation of a play was
just 3. A living drama which deals with everyday Ilife of children gives
children affection and can be learned interestingly. In spite of that, it was
necessary to reconsider the fact that a textbook included mainly adapted fairy
tale which children were already known.

To examine the problems and the actual state in the education field, a
questionnaire was carried to 65 teachers and 158 children and analyzed their
response. In result, most of teachers and children were aware of the
importance of presentation of a play in the drama learning. However, because
of curriculum, lack of material related with a play and inadequate skills of play
teaching, drama education emphasized theoretical learning or restricted just
perfunctory presentation of a play.

The teaching and learning methods related with drama, which 1 made and
applied, put an emphasis on teaching through various ’games’ and
‘presentation’. As this method causes the interest and pleasure of children, it
helps to make active class atmosphere. Especially, various presentation
activities had good effect on training children an ability to understand and
appreciate works.

These days with the spread of open education, integrated learning and
small group activity have been emphasizing, Drama class reflects very well
these characteristics. Considering drama education, it would have its proper
position when more study on drama teaching performs and curriculum directs
toward drama learning through presentation of a play.
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