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Abstract

A Study on the Current State of Three-dimensional Design
Education in Elementary School

(Focused on elementary schools in Jeju-do)
Jang, Dally

Major in Elementary Art Education

Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University
Jeju, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Lim, Chumbae

Three-dimensional design education develops creativity and structural
balance not only through pure formative expression but also through
three-dimensional design, and thus it is closely related to our life and
plays an important role in laying the ground for students to have
aesthetic senses and abilities to create by themselves.

Furthermore, with the rapid advance of informatization, education by
touching and sensing real objects has occupied an important position
indispensable for establishing the identity and character of humans
harmonious with nature. Nevertheless, under the current education system

emphasizing results and functions, art education has been treated
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negligently for the reason that it does not produce visible results.

The present study purposed to review the necessity and importance of
formative art education through previous research, to investigate the
current state of art education in particular three-dimensional design
education through a questionnaire survey of field teachers, and to provide
basic materials for improving the education.

In contemporary society, art education is increasingly important for the
development of creative personality, and in this sense, three-dimensional
design education is expanding its domain. In terms of the contents of art
education, however, three-dimensional design education is not balanced
with two-dimensional design education.

In fact, many of contemporary artists are expressing what they want to
express freely using appropriate materials and techniques rather than
subjecting themselves to any specific media or genres. They create their
works by integrating several genres or those not belonging to any genre,
and express using all kinds of materials and media applicable. As a
consequence, sub-divided genres are being integrated into plane and cubic
designs, which are the basic distinction. Therefore, it is necessary to
develop abilities to choose and integrate two-dimensional and three-
dimensional expressions freely through balanced teaching of the two types
of expression from elementary art education.

Art textbooks under the 7" National Curriculum need to be improved in
a way of suggesting balanced activities of two-dimensional and three-
dimensional expression and maintaining balance between realistic and
unrealistic expressions through adding art works of unrealistic expression.

In order to enhance teachers’ teaching skills, they should be provided
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with more opportunities for training in art education as well as with
effective training programs. According to the results of the questionnaire
survey, many teachers felt difficulty in giving practical classes of three-
dimensional design and wanted more opportunities for training.

According to previous research reviewed in this study, art textbooks in
Korea do not balance between three-dimensional and two-dimensional
units quantitatively. While contemporary fine arts are being created across
the boundaries of materials, school art education is even not providing a
program for touching various materials and feeling differences among
them.

For substantial three-dimensional design education, students should be
provided with more opportunities to feel and handle actual objects. For
this, art education should not be limited to the classroom but utilize
various spaces in communities. It is necessary to change the idea of
school authorities and teachers for educational activities using art galleries
and museums in communities.

In the national level, more art subject teachers should be deployed for
efficient art education under the 7" National Curriculum. Moreover, the
fine art curriculum requires an exclusive classroom (art room) equipped
with facilities and teaching instruments. Although physical environment
does not guarantee the quality of art education, we expect that art
education may be activated by more professional teaching, more
convenient materials and tools, the storage and management of reference

works, spaces easy to use, etc.
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