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ABSTRACT?

A Study on Learning Method of Multicultural
Understanding from Historical Perspective
in Elementary Social Studies

Kang, Pil Kyu

Major in Elementary Social Studies Education
Graduate School of Education

Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Eun Scok

Dual attitude toward foreigners is a big trouble In our society coming
near to a multicultural period. A survey of the foreigners visiting Korea, for
example, has found that most Westerners thought of Koreans to be Kkind,
but that only 40 percentage of Asians did. This shows the segregation
caused by the fact that they came from the poor competitive, not western
culture. In addition to deal with this problem, school education adopted the
social demand that we seek how to live together.

However, the education reflecting such a demand is mostly focused on
the minorities such as multicultural families, foreigners, and North Korean

defectors so that they can adjust themselves to our society. It is necessary

* A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University of Education in partial fulfillment of the requirements for

the degree of Master of Education conferred in February, 2010.
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to teach the whole students, or the majority students to appreciate the
feature and phenomena of multiculture in the school education. Furthermore,
it i1s required to have them look at different cultures on the objective point
of view, not from their point of view. Applying an historical perspective to
social studies education can direct a good way to make the students
understand multiculture.

Thus, this thesis is to develop learning methods applying a historical
perspective on multiculture understanding to social studies education that
may get students to escape the prejudice ranking many cultures in a
multicultural society and have an attitude to accept the differences between
our culture and others.

First of all, the concepts of multicultural understanding and historical
preceptive are discussed here. Multicultural understanding has much to do
with social studies in that both of them aim to improve the quality and
attitude of a democratic citizen who recognizes cultural diversity and makes
it universal so that the people of the world can live together. And historical
perspective i1s a point of view through which to get to appreciate history,
setting up a assumption as to historical problems and seeking how to deal
with it and also searching for and understanding imaginarily historical facts
and past people’s behavior, idea, and emotion.

Applying an historical perspective to multicultural understanding can cover
the past of various cultures. Covering other culture’s history is effective to
understanding multiculture because it can catch the changing process of
culture and connection between the changes and current situation.

Based on these concepts, this thesis consists of three stages, Finding
Prejudice - Recognizing Difference — Understanding Cultural Universality,
which apply historical perspective to the whole students’ multicultural
understanding, not to multicultural families’. The effects and implications of

this teaching strategy are as follows.
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First, This enables the students look at different cultures on the objective
point of view, not from their prejudice.

Second, This enables the students understand cultures objectively not
from ethnocentrism.

Third, This enables the students break from cultural toadyism.

Until now, multicultural education have been trained adapting multicultural
families and foreigners to our society. But on the basis of this thesis,
general students will be have multicultural education and it can help
overcoming prejudices. This enables we approach the concept of multiculture
from various learning activities and students understand multiculture without

prejudice from the historical perspective.
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