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{Abstract)

A Study of the Activities of Sculpture Expression

in the Elementary Fine Arts Education

Moon Young-Sin

Major in Fine Arts Education

Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University, Cheju Korea

Supervised by Professor Moon Ki-Sun

The purpose of this study is to find out the actual conditions of art
education in Cheju-do Elementary School System, and to offer proper data
for its improvement. Though the activity of image expression are specially
important in child arts, it has been frequently ignored by during the course
of study. The survey is centered on the analysis of such problems
including sculpture.

Social research method was adopted to conduct the study. A scale was

developed to get responses of both pupils and teachers by the researcher,

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in June, 1992.
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and data were collected in the Elementary School Systems of Cheju-do.

According to the anal’sis of the questionnaire, teachers are facing a lot
of diffuculties in providing learning activities. Teachers arer required to
persue further study to be effective in teaching. They need to understand
and to think of learning activities in terms of students’side

Children responded that they are very fond of art classes, particularly,
of sculpture. It appears that parents’ concern as well as teachers’ ability
in art education is not sufficient to meet children’s desire in art activities.
Children are victims of simply painting-centered-activities, spending quite
a few hours to prepare for the art competitions, and teachers’ unfair
evaluation of pupils’ works.

The survey reveals that people have the tendency of thinking that art
education is less important that language, science and arithmetics, which
might be the foundations of upper-level-of-schooling. The result tells us
that attention should be paid to art education by parents as well as
educational administrators.

Sculpture, which is an expression activity out of clay, requires to pre-
pare for the needed materials and tools, sufficient space and time.
However, such are the complexities that enough opportunities are not

provided by to meet the pupils’ desire of expression under present
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curriculum, which resulted in the state that sculpture activities are not
actualized satisfactorily.

Environment around the school is perceived by the respondents to be so
unfriendly and artificial that pupils are hard to observe natural settings.
Parents’ excessive emphasis on cleanliness prevents their children from
playing with clay or similar stuff. It seems that their lack of understanding
and interest have driven schools into hard places.

It is acknowledged by all that art education is the most vaulable subject
thatn any other in the development of creativity, Parents as well as
educators should pay more attention to the improvement of art education
by providing needed finance and by hiring able full-time-instructors who

majored in fine arts.
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