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ABSTRACT

A Study on Elementary Moral Education about Respect for Life

Yang Yun-jeong

Major in National Ethics Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, korea

Supervised by Professor Heo, Jeong-hun

The advance in science and industry has fueled environmental pollution, and
social ills triggered by materialism and mammonism are getting serious more
and more, which results in ruining not only human life but every creature and
even the ecosystem.

The current way of thinking that focuses on human and economic growth
and views nature only as the object of development makes a great contribution
to putting all the creatures at stake.

Respect for human life is the basis of morality that is grounded in faith in
human dignity. Basically, the matter of life is the most fundamental issue
related to human beings, and life is the starting point and pivot of prerequisites
for human existence.

Humans are born from nature, lead their lives in it, and then go back to it.
However, today’s environment is at risk because of exhausted resources
resulting from indiscreet development and squandering, water pollution, air
pollution, devastated forest areas and extinction of living things. People cannot
survive without nature, and their lives are being threatened by the destruction

of the ecosystem which is rooted in themselves.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 2005.
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If the perspective of life ethics is applied to the overall fields of life, the way of
looking at nature is bound up with ethical duties, because human cognition is
associated with not only nature but the dynamics of every creature.

Now, ethics about respect for life is a matter that concerns all the living
things in the universe and their coexistence. People should be taught to value
life from childhood, the early stage of human growth where they start to build
their values about human, nature and the universe.

Those who learn about the preciousness of life through nature will be able to
prize not only themselves but others.

As for value conflicts in conjunction with the natural environment, students
should be educated to be community-minded, highly value life and seek after
coexistence between them and the natural environment in the course of having a
discussion about relevant cases and what they ought to do.

Specifically, they should be taught in moral class to care about and respect
the environment, to pursue harmony between them and it, to see it as what
they should live along with, to develop ecological sensitivity and try to keep
nature intact in everyday life. In other words, moral education should aim at
instilling nature—friendly values in them, and existing dual view of the world
and dual values should be replaced with totalitarian view and totalitarian
values.

Second, the way of looking at life should change, and the concept of life
should be extended. Nature is the source of human survival. Time- honored
oriental view of life and organicism, which is lately highlighted in the west, see
human and nature as a huge living creature. Even a stone as well as humans
should be respected as a valued living thing.

In the future, both environmental education and human education should be
incorporated into education about respect for life, and this education should be

handled in every field of moral education.
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